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EU hypocrisy 

Well, what do you know? The British 
National Party, which opposes the European 
Union and in particular its expansion in 
eastern Europe, has welcomed the formation 
of a new far-right group in the European 
Parliament. That it took the membership of 
Bulgaria and Romania to meet the 
membership requirements to form the group, 
two countries whose accession the BNP 
opposed, now seems irrelevant. It appears that 
ordinary citizens from eastern Europe should 
not be allowed to live and work in Britain but, 
according to the BNP, if you are a fascist, 
antisemite or racist there is no problem. 

One British MEP has joined this group but is 
at pains to distance himself from the more 
horrendous beliefs of some of his “new” 
colleagues. Well, that is simply not good 
enough. If Ashley Mote wants to join the group 
then he is associated with the fascists within it 
and should be treated with the contempt and 
disgust that deserves. 

We have also learnt that Roger Knapman, the 
leader of the UK Independence Party and an 
MEP, employed Polish labourers to restore his 
country mansion despite warning that open 
borders in the EU would lead to a “flood of 
migrants” that would be “bad for Britain”, and a 
prominent party donor has employed Polish 
workers at his West Country shopping centres. 

Opportunism and greed once again prove 
stronger than political principle. 


A dangerous precedent 

Shortly before Christmas two Liberal 
Democrat councillors in Burnley voted for a 
BNP councillor to sit on the Padiham Life 
committee. They chose Sharon Wilkinson 
against a Labour councillor and then defended 
their decision in the local paper, claiming that 
she was a good councillor and the best person 
for the job. 

Whatever the political differences between 
Labour and the Liberal Democrats in Burnley 
this is a dangerous and worrying development. 
The BNP craves respectability and it has been 
handed to the fascists on a plate. 


Anti-Fascist Fortnight 

With the local elections only three months 
away it is vital for everyone opposed to the 
BNP to get involved in the campaign. 
Next month’s Searchlight will carry full details 
of local campaigns and how everyone, 
wherever they live, can get involved in the 
fight against the BNP. Those who cannot 
wait can visit our newly updated website at 
www.stopthebnp.com. ~= 











Far right forms new group in Europeai 


By David Williams and Graeme Atkinson 


h the irony of it all! Fascist 
parties across Europe including 
the British National Party 
~~ had vehemently opposed the 
accession of Bulgaria and Romania to 
the European Union on 1 January 2007. 
But the arrival of five Romanian 
rightwing MEPs and one Bulgarian has 
given the far right the opportunity that 
it has sought since July 2004 to form 
an official group in the European 
Parliament, which requires at least 19 
MEPs from five countries. 

A common political charter was 
signed on 9 January and the Identity, 
Tradition, Sovereignty (ITS) group made 
its parliamentary debut on 15 January. 
The formation of a formal caucus entitles 
the group to up to €1 million (£660,000) 
of central funding, though of even 
greater impetus was the fact that only 
multinational groups have any real 
opportunity to set the agenda, table 
amendments to legislation and get 
speaking time in debates. The new group 
will also be entitled to two posts as deputy 
president of parliamentary commissions, 
although as Searchlight went to press 
MEPs from the Socialist Group and 
others were threatening to vote against 
any candidates that the ITS nominates. 

The programme of this self-styled 
“union of patriots” includes a tough 





“reversing the migration flows”, and 
opposition to further EU enlargement 
and to a “unitary, bureaucratic, 
European superstate”. 

Its leader is the French MEP Bruno 
Gollnisch, number two in Jean-Marie 
Le Pen’s Front National. Gollnisch, a 
professor of law and Japanese at Lyon 
University, is currently awaiting trial 
on charges of denying the Holocaust. 
The group includes six other FN MEPs 
including Le Pen himself and_ his 
daughter Marine Le Pen. 

The general secretary of the ITS is 
Andreas Molzer, a senior figure in Jorg 
Haider's Freedom Party (FPO) in 
Austria. Mélzer was elected an MEP 
in June 2004 and briefly expelled from 
his party during an acrimonious dispute 
with its leadership. Ironically Austria was 
one of the states that fiercely opposed the 
accession of Romania to the EU. 
Alessandra Mussolini (Lista Mussolini), 
granddaughter of Il Duce, is one of two 
Italian MEPs who have also joined ITS. 

In the absence of any BNP 
MEPs, Ashley Mote, the former UK 
Independence Party MEP (South East) 
who was booted out of the party after 
he failed to reveal he was being 
investigated over allegations of housing 
benefit fraud, upholds the British end 
of the affair. In June 2005 the European 


anti-immigration platform aimed at  Parliament’s Committee on Legal 

How the ITS compares to other groups 

European People's Party and European Democrats 277 
Socialist 217 
Liberals and Democrats for Europe 106 
Union for Europe of the Nations 44 
Greens/European Free Alliance 42 
European United Left/Nordic Green Left 41 
Independence/Democracy Group 23 
Identity, Tradition, Sovereignty 20 
Non-attached members 14 





Affairs and the Internal Market 
waived his parliamentary immunity. 
Mote currently sits in Brussels as an 
independent. He was recently forced to 
deny rumours that he had joined the 
BNP, stating on his website that he has 
“no intention” of doing so. 

The Bulgarian MEP, Dimitar 
Stoyanov, belongs to the Ataka 
party which campaigns for a “mono- 
ethnic” Bulgaria, viciously assailing 
the countrys Roma and ‘Turkish 
population. Stoyanov recently dis- 
tinguished himself by sending an email 
to every MEP attacking Livia Jaroka, a 
Hungarian MEP of Roma origin and 
the winner of MEP of the year. 
Stoyanov’s email stated that his own 
country had the “prettiest Gypsies” and 
informed anyone who was interested 
that he knew where you could buy 
12-year-old Gypsy brides for “up to 
€5,000” (£3,300). 

Curiously the Sofia Morning News 
recently reported that Stoyanov, 
stepson of Volen Siderov, the fervently 
antisemitic and racist leader of Ataka, 
has secretly converted to Islam after 
falling in love. One can only imagine 
the reaction of his stepfather let alone of 
the virulently anti-Islam MEPs who 
comprise the ITS. Not that Stoyanov 
has suddenly become a convert to the 
cause of anti-racism. As he told The 
Daily Telegraph recently, “There are a 
lot of powerful Jews, with a lot of 
money, who are paying the media to 
form the social awareness of the people 

.. They are also playing with economic 
crises in countries like Bulgaria and 
getting rich. These are the concrete 
realities.” These ideas are echoed in the 
antisemitic ravings published by his 
stepfather who came a_ surprising 
second in the October 2006 presidential 
election with 21.5% of the vote. 

The record of the Partidul Romania 
Mare (Greater Romania Party) is little 
better. Led by Corneliu Vadim Tudor, 
the PRM is also antisemitic as well as 
making frequent outbursts against ethnic 
Hungarians within Romania’s borders. 
In a bid to gain electoral respectability in 
2004 Tudor issued a letter of “repentance” 
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ITS members 


France - FN 

Bruno Gollnisch 
Marine Le Pen 

Carl Lang 

Fernand Le Rachinel 
Jean-Marie Le Pen 
Lydia Schenardi 
Jean-Claude Martinez 


Belgium - VB 
Koenraad Dillen 
Philip Claeys 

Frank Vanhecke 


UK - independent 
(formerly UKIP) 
Ashley Mote 


Austria - FPO 
Andreas Molzer 


Italy 

Alessandra Mussolini 
(Lista Mussolini) 
Luca Romagnoli 
(Fiamma Tricolore) 


Bulgaria - Ataka 
Dimitar Stoyanov 


Romania - PRM 
Daniela Aprodu 
Viorica Moisuc 
Petre Popeanga 
Christian Stanescu 
Eugen Mihaescu 


ITS chair Bruno Gollnisch 
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Dimitar Stoyanov 


Daniela Aprodu 


and even hired an Israeli PR firm, Arad 
Communications, to run his election 
campaign, ironically the same firm hired 
by Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Martyrs’ 
and Heroes’ Remembrance Authority in 
Jerusalem. Arad Communications later 
quit claiming that the PRM was indeed 
an antisemitic party. 

The Latvian far right and the 
virulently antisemitic and homophobic 
League of Polish Families have stayed 
away or perhaps are waiting to see how 
the ITS develops. The Italian separatist 
Lega Nord is apparently boycotting the 
group because of personal differences 
between its leader Uberto Bossi and 
Jérg Haider, former leader of the FPO. 

The idea behind the ITS has been 
germinating since 2004. A loose 
ideological confederation designed to 
give the far right a stronger voice within 
the European Parliament, the ITS 
is not necessarily a stable coalition. 
Mote and Frank Vanhecke, leader of the 
Vlaams Belang (VB), whose former 
party Vlaams Blok was banned by a 
Belgian court for being racist, were 
quick to distance themselves from 
Gollnisch’s trial for Holocaust denial 
but are clearly not horrified enough to 
desist from involvement with the ITS. 

It will be hard to marshal the group to 
vote for a common agenda. Its east 
European members are likely to have 
markedly different national interests 
from its western MEPs. There is also a 
sense that the formation of the ITS is a 
stunt designed to show its members’ 
respective electorates that they are not 
an isolated fringe as their domestic 
records would suggest but part of 
a wider conglomerate of shared 
prejudices and hatreds. 


We’ve been here before 

This is not the first time that the far 
right in Europe has orchestrated itself 
into a group. Le Pen led the Group of 
the European Right from 1984 until 
1989 when it imploded acrimoniously 
following the arrival of members of the 
German Republicans party who upset 
the Italian fascist MSI MEPs by 
questioning the group's position on the 
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South Tyrol question, long a matter of 
dispute between German and Austrian 
fascists and their Italian neighbours. 

From 1989 the FN presided over the 
Technical Group of the European 
Right, but it ceased when the 1994 
European elections left too few far- 
right MEPs to constitute a group. 


The BNP and the ITS 

The BNP website heralded the 
foundation of the ITS, though without 
MEPs it is not eligible to join. This does 
not mean it does not want to, despite its 
opposition to the EU. The BNP is 
positively chomping at the bit to get 
elected to the European Parliament in 
2009, desperate to get a slice of the 
action not to mention the funding and 
other resources available to MEPs. 

To this end Nick Griffin, the party 
leader, has been laying the foundation of 
future collaboration, cultivating friendly 
informal links with the leaders of a 
number of far-right organisations, 
especially the FN and VB. Griffin had 
high hopes in the June 2004 European 
elections that BNP MEPs would soon 
be sitting alongside their continental 
counterparts, only to be bitterly 
disappointed when he was trumped 
by the UKIP. That defeat certainly 
explains the libellous vitriol Griffin 
heaps upon them — he recently accused 
UKIP MEPs of whiling away the 
hours with “champagne binges in 
European brothels”. 

As Searchlight reported last month 
Griffin recently shared a platform with 
the antisemitic former Klansman David 
Duke at the far-right Euro-Rus 
conference in Belgium, before Duke 
went on to speak at the Iranian 
Holocaust denial conference in Iran. 
Afterwards a number of VB 
participants in the conference took 
Griffin to a VB post-election victory 
celebration in a nearby leisure centre. 
The VB, which now polls around 25% 
of the Flemish vote, increased its 
number of local councillors from 439 
to 794 in the elections last October. 
It is a pattern of success that Griffin 
clearly hopes to emulate. <q 


Investigation 








This article is based ona 
presentation by Graeme 
Atkinson at the 61st 
Congress of the 
International Federation 
of Resistance Fighters 
(FIR) in Brussels, 10-12 
May 2006 








ightwing populism = and 
rightwing populist parties have 
developed steadily —_ across 


western Europe over the past 
10-15 years. In a number of countries 
this phenomenon has been great 
enough to stand out politically and to 
project organisations representing 
populist politics into parliamentary 
institutions at various levels. 

This political impact on national 
parliaments has occurred in Austria, 
Italy, Belgium, Denmark, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal and 
Switzerland. Indeed, in Austria, 
Portugal, Switzerland and until recently 
Italy, rightwing populist parties even 
have sat as junior partners in right- 
wing coalition governments while in 
Denmark and Portugal rightwing 
coalition governments are heavily 
dependent on their support. 

The most recent results in general 
elections of populist and would-be 
populist parties are: 


M@ Austria The Freedom Party 
(FPO), which has since split,11.0% 
in 2006 (much less than the 27% it 
took in 1999). 

@ Belgium Vlaams Belang (VB) 
9.0% in 2006. This was the party’s 
national percentage. However VB is 
a Flemish nationalist party in a 
linguistically divided country and 
got 20.7% of the Flemish vote. 

@ Italy Alleanza Nazionale (AN) 
12% in 2006 (for both houses of 
parliament). 

@ Denmark Danish People’s Party 
13% in 2005. 

@ The Netherlands List Pim 
Fortuyn (LPF) 0.2% in 2006 
(compared to 19% in 2002). 

The populist Freedom Party has 
mopped up some of the LPF vote 
and polled 5.9% in the November 
2006 general election. 

@ Norway Progress Party 22.1% in 
2005 (but hitting around 30% in 
opinion polls). 

@ Portugal Popular Party 7.3% in 
2005 (down from 8.75% in 2002). 

@ Switzerland Swiss People’s Party 
26% in 2003. 
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anew and different right 


It is very tempting to throw all these 
organisations in the same pot and slap 
on a label reading “extreme right”. 
However, it would be very dangerous 
to do that because it is important to 
differentiate between these political 
forces and to try to determine which 
really should come under the heading of 
rightwing populist. 

The VB, for example, is a complex 
specimen, a party that, partly at least, 
transformed itself from a violent 
paramilitary organisation, the Vlaamse 
Militanten Orde, which ran riot on the 
streets of Belgium in the early 1980s 
and accumulated so much weaponry 
that it was outlawed by the mid-1980s. 
The VB is, in fact, a hardcore rightwing 
extremist party hiding behind a 
“populist” strategy. 

The FPO, for its part, is a rightwing 
populist party but has its roots in 
Adolf Hitler's NSDAP. The AN in Italy 
has evolved into a populist (quasi- 
Gaullist) party, but still has some 
fascist aspects — not least a chunk of 
its active membership — and is .a 
direct descendant of Mussolini’s Fascist 
Party. Now its boss, Gianfranco Fini, 
wants his modernised party to join 
the conservative European People’s 
Party in the European Parliament. 
These parties, in one way or another, 
have definite and provably organic 
connections with fascist or national 
socialist traditions. 

Does that mean that they are the 
same as the others mentioned above? 
It does not mean that at all because 
the other parties, in contrast, have 
their roots deep within the political 
mainstream and have emerged mainly 
as bitterly disaffected fragments of 
established conservative or liberal 
parties. For this reason, these parties 
generally do not have, and indeed tend 
to resist, active cooperation with those 
parties such as the VB, FPO and AN 
which are rooted in, or have an organic 
connections with, fascism. An exception 
is the recent contacts between members 
of the Danish People’s Party and the 
hardcore racist Sweden Democrats. 

Anyone who does not believe that just 
has to look at the blistering reactions of 





Austria Freedom Party 
Belgium Vlaams Belang 
Italy Alleanza Nazionale 
Norway Progress Party 
Portugal Popular Party 


the “new” populist parties to the 
successes of the French rightwing 
extremist Front National (FN) leader 
Jean-Marie Le Pen in the first round of 
the 2002 French presidential election. 
These parties were desperate to 
dissociate themselves from any kind of 
link or association with the FN despite 
its apparent breakthrough. 

Where the ideas and policies of all 
these parties converge, however, is on 
three key issues: 

H Immigration/asylum/Islamophobia 

@ Law and order 

@ Hostility to the EU. 

There is additional convergence on 
the issue of taxation which has been a 
central campaigning theme of rightwing 
populist parties in western Europe for 
the past 20 years. Increasingly, however, 
their stance on taxation is intertwined 
with their position on the EU, that is, it 
is an issue of national independence and 
sovereignty and the right of the nation 
state to control its own economy and 
legal system. Likewise, their position on 
immigration now dovetails increasingly 
with their fierce opposition to the EU’s 
eastward expansion and the westward 
migration from the eastern European 
accession states. 

The populist elements on the 
political landscape in Denmark, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal and 
Switzerland, while distinctly rightwing, 
are not fascist or even authoritarian 
parties, despite their enthusiasm for a 
hard line on the issues of 
immigration/asylum and law and order. 

Leaving those issues to one side, 
these parties have more in common 
with rightwing conservatism and 
ultra-liberalism than with fascism 
and traditional rightwing extremism. 
Indeed, it can be safely said that they owe 
far more to Margaret Thatcher and 
Milton Friedman than to Adolf Hitler 
and Benito Mussolini. On economic 
issues, and on many social issues, they 
are ultra-liberal, devoted believers in 
a totally free market and strongly 
oppose all forms of state regulation 
and intervention. 

Also, they are not totalitarian. Rather, 
they present themselves as libertarian. 
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Their ideology has no concept of 
“masses” and is heavily centred on the 
“individual”. They are not violent and, 
because they see themselves as the true 
embodiment of the mainstream, do not 
promote the notion of violent change. 
They are not anti-parliamentary or 
anti-democratic. 

Most of all, however, they are 
politically opportunist and do not work 
from clearly defined programmes but, 
instead, gather up “popular” grievances, 
resentments and concerns like a political 
vacuum cleaner. They are capable of 
manoeuvring within the parliamentary 
framework and constructing alliances 
with existing mainstream conservatives 
and liberals. 

The prime aim of the rightwing 
populists is to capitalise on the popular 
belief — and the growing political reality 
— that the traditional mainstream parties 
really do look and smell the same and 
the fact that voter participation in 
elections is falling everywhere in western 
Europe. As this democratic deficit 
grows, the voting behaviour of those 
who continue to participate in the 
electoral process becomes more volatile 
and less predictable. 

Another important aspect is that the 
rightwing populists are generally not 
ideologically racist even though they 
adeptly manipulate and instrumentalise 
so-called “popular racism’. They are all 
anti-Muslim, but antisemitism — the 
VB and FPO (sometimes) excepted — is 
absolute taboo. And it has to be said 
that their anti-Islamic stance, which is 
fully integrated into their policies on 
immigration and asylum, predates 11 
September 2001. 

There is now, across Europe, a 
deep-rooted problem of cultural 
discrimination and a widespread refusal 
to accept fully the implications of a 
multi-ethnic, multicultural, society. 
In that sense, these populist parties 
gravitate like sunflowers towards so- 
called “popular racism” without being 
ideologically racist. 

The rise of this kind of populist 
politics has two key consequences. 
Firstly, it pushes an already rightwards- 


moving mainstream political axis still 
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Pim Fortuyn: his populist party achieved poll 
success after his assassination 


further to the right. Secondly, it 
legitimises and makes respectable the 
racist propaganda of those further to the 
right, namely the fascists and nazis. 

The populist forces are hard to 
combat because they have shown 
themselves well able to invade and 
conquer the political space and 
social base that formerly belonged to 
the traditional left, especially social 
democracy, and to some extent that of 
the traditional rightwing extremist or 
fascist right. (It is probably much easier 
to sleep at night after voting for a 
populist than after voting for a fascist.) 

As social democracy has abandoned 
the working class and lower middle 
class, the populists have tried to move in 
and fill the vacuum. In doing this, they 
address themselves to the fears and 
worries of “ordinary” people. 

The left is the most adversely 
affected by this process and so far has 
not devised any coherent answer to 
the problem. Even when support for the 
populists falls, it is the traditional 
conservative and liberal right that 
generally profits and not the left. 

The anti-fascist and anti-racist 
movements would be making a 
catastrophic error if they were to 
confuse rightwing populism in _ its 
present manifestations with fascism and 
nazism. The task, surely, is to fight to 
expose rightwing populism on its own 
territory. Attempting to label it “nazi” 
or “fascist” does not help us because 
the differences between supposedly 
“similar” political tendencies are often as 
important as the similarities. ~= 








Let's welcome migrant workers 


By Nick Lowles 


t has become the new dirty word 
of British political discourse. 
In the early 1990s we had the 
“ “refugee”. A few years later the 
media’s wrath was aimed at the “asylum 
seeker”. Now the focus is on the 
“migrant worker”. Hardly a week goes 
by without another lurid headline 
about the negative impact of migrant 
workers on Britain, its economy and its 
social structure. 

British National Party literature is 
dominated by scandals and gossip about 
how white British workers are losing out. 
Migration Watch, a rightwing pressure 
group, churns out equally sensational and 
distorted facts but is treated like an 
independent authoritative voice. 

The threat is talked up. People get 
worried. Concern leads to further 
unease. Unease leads to further lurid 
stories. The Government wobbles and 
new draconian legislation is brought in 
to solve “the problem”. It becomes a 
self-fulfilling prophecy and only the 
racist right gains. 

All too often the Government 
buckles under pressure from the racist 
media. Last month we learnt that 
Tony Blair thought Labour was going 
to lose the 2005 general election over 
concern about immigration. He claimed 
the issue was defused because his 
Government had appeared tough on 
asylum seekers. 

He was wrong then, just as the voices 
within the Government who are caving 
in over the migrant workers issue are 
now. Despite the sensational headlines 
in the media, and the Tory use of the 
race card in the last election, the 
vast majority of Britons are a bit 
more sophisticated. Some might not 
particularly like the changing demo- 
graphics of the country but they know it 
is inevitable. 

There are unquestionably issues that 
need to be dealt with, such as the 
exploitation of agency workers because 
the Government refuses to support an 
EU directive on temporary agency 
workers which would give them full 
employment rights. There are issues 
about employers using migrant workers 





to undercut the pay and conditions of 
existing workers but this too can be 
solved through legislation. 

But the principal argument in favour 
of migrant workers and immigration 
generally must be supported loudly. 
The social, economic and _ political 
benefits of immigration have to be 
championed. Migrant workers have 
filled huge gaps in the labour market 
and we all benefit. 

And migrants do not only benefit our 
country economically. Rural com- 
munities in the Scottish Highlands, 
which have been long under threat 
because of emigration of young people, 
are beginning to flourish once again. 
A new sense of community and shared 
belonging is slowly emerging in Barking 
and Dagenham, the local authority that 
has witnessed the fastest growing 
change anywhere in the country. 

Rural communities in Lincolnshire, 
such as South Holland, are experiencing 
changes that will eventually benefit the 
area. One in five of the current population 
is of retirement age and the average 
working age is 41. This unhealthy state is 
beginning to change with the influx of 
younger migrant workers. 

It is time for the Government to 
defend immigration in a loud, visible 
and proactive manner. Anything less 
will allow the rightwing bigots to 
dominate the political debate. 

The first port of call is to explain 
the true facts. There was a media 
frenzy when it was announced that 
immigration was running at 1,500 a day 
but hardly a mention of the 1,000 a 
day who were leaving. 

“While immigration has risen over 
the past 15 years, the net inflow in 2005 
was still only 185,000 — 0.3% of the UK 
population,” says Philippe Legrain, 
author of the excellent book Immigrants: 
Your Country Needs Them. Headlines 
about 600,000 eastern Europeans 
arriving since 2004 are misleading: most 
of them have already left and many are, 
in effect, international commuters 
who spend only part of the year here. 
The number staying longer than 12 
months has risen by just 110,000. 


“So it is claptrap to blame migrants 
for overcrowding roads, trains and 
hospitals, which are largely the result of 
rising affluence and decades of under- 
investment,” explains Legrain. “On the 
contrary, were it not for foreign doctors 
and nurses, the NHS would collapse.” 

Without a more aggressive and 
proactive approach, we will be storing 
up more trouble for ourselves. The BNP 
will benefit and all the ills of society will 
be dumped on migrant workers. 

The Government needs to address 
the failings of the system. These include 
improving employment rights for all 
temporary workers, not just migrant 
workers. A company in Wakefield 
recently sacked 12 agency employees 
just days before they had the 12 months 
of service that would entitle them to full 
employment rights. A new group of 
workers were brought in, in much the 
same way as the initial dozen had been 
employed, but now it had become a 
huge local political issue because the 
new workers were Polish. 

There are also housing issues, both in 
rural communities unequipped for 
population rises of up to 25% in an 18- 
month period, and in London, where 
everyone struggles to find affordable 
accommodation. 

The Government must consider 
some sort of legalisation of workers, 
especially in London, if we are not to 
experience a humanitarian crisis when 
the Immigration Bill becomes law. 
The new legislation will crack down on 
businesses employing illegal immi- 
grants, which could potentially throw 
400,000 undocumented workers and 
their dependants out onto the streets. 

The issue of migrant workers is 
becoming politically explosive. Either we 
can give in to the right or we can argue 
the case for reasonable immigration into 
this country. People are understandably 
concerned but we need to convince them 
through positive argument and _ facts 
rather than starting from the premise 
that migrants are a problem. 

Migrant workers are a benefit to 
British society — and will continue to be 
if we make the case. ~a 
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Migrant workers: The facts 


7/70 


Far from “sponging 
off the state” 97% 
of migrant workers 
in the UK are in 
paid employment. 


0.04% 


At June 2006, 110 council homes across 


“Those parts of the 
country that are seeing 
job losses are not those 
where migrant workers 
are most prevalent. 


Peanuts 


The majority of migrant workers earn 
the minimum wage or just over. 


8-10 


Britain's immigrant 


They will go where there 
are job vacancies, not 
dole queues.” 


Brendan Barber, 
TUC General Secretary 


England had been let to workers from the 
eight east European countries that joined 
the EU in 2004, representing 0.04% of the 
total number of available homes. 


community is 8% of the 
population yet contributes 
10% of the country’s Gross 
Domestic Product. 














Closed for business 


If Britain kicked out all its foreign-born immigrants and migrant workers our country 
would be in a mess. Our NHS would collapse, as 16% of nurses would be forced out, 
to say nothing of the 30% of doctors. 


£2.50 0n 


The net contribution migrants make 
to the British economy every year. 


White 
immigrants 


The largest foreign-national group in the UK is 
still the 374,000 Irish. Nationals from other 
European countries, not only the EU, make up 
almost half of our foreign population 

(1.2 million), with significant numbers from 


One inten 


Over 5.5m Britons, 10% of the population, 
live or work abroad, including 800,000 
mainly retired people living in Spain. 


175 million 


The number of people worldwide estimated 
to be living outside their country of birth. 
Britain has a tiny fraction of these. 


What EU migrants do 


India (159,000), Pakistan (76,000), the : 

United States (135,009), South Africa (99,000) eC l) S | C) l) Factory worker 

and Australia (76,000). Warehouse 
Packer 


Catering 
Cleaner 

Farm worker 
Waiter/waitress 
Hotel maid, etc 
Carer 
Sales/retail 


timebomb 


We think we have a pension crisis now, just 
wait to see what would happen if we closed 
the door on immigration. It is predicted that 

by 2050 there will be only two workers 
for every person retired in our aging 
population. Briton needs more people in 
employment to pay for the welfare state. 


£102bn 


The amount of money migrant 
workers globally send home 
officially, perhaps double that 
unofficially. Western 
governments give £41bn in aid. 


‘Aworkerisaworker’ 


A Trade Union Friends of Searchlight campaign 


THE ISSUE OF MIGRANT workers 
is one of the most contentious around 
at the moment. In a period of slowly 
rising unemployment, their presence is 
causing concern and growing insecurity 
among many workers, not least because 
the rightwing press continually reports 
negative stories and the recruitment 
practices of some employers pit them 
against British-based workers. It is 
certainly the biggest issue benefiting the 
British National Party at the moment. 

But that need not be the case. 

There is a moral, social and economic 
argument for migrant workers. There 
are also ways that the Government and 
employers could reduce the likelihood 
of conflict with local workers so 
everyone benefits. 

Searchlight believes a worker is a 
worker — wherever they come from. 
If there are issues about employers 
exploiting migrant workers to reduce 
wages and conditions they must be 
dealt with through improving employ- 
ment rights. 

If the rights of migrant workers are 
strengthened then the ability of 
employers to use them against British 
workers is weakened. If their wages and 
conditions are the same as those of any 
British worker in the same position then 
again the chances of conflict are reduced. 

Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
believes the Government can reduce the 
backlash against migrant workers by 
implementing a simple seven-point 


strategy. These are simple and affordable 


measures to improve the employment 
rights of migrant workers, prevent 
exploitation and reduce a nationalist 


backlash that can only benefit the BNP. 


@ Support the EU temporary 
workers directive. 

This will give full employment rights 
to all agency workers within a few 
weeks of starting work. If there are no 
moves in Europe we should introduce 
domestic legislation. 


@ Reinstate and increase ESOL 
services for migrant workers. 
The recent decision by the 
Government to cut funding for 
teaching English for speakers of other 
languages (ESOL) will badly affect the 
ability of migrant workers to 
assimilate. Improving communication 
between communities is central to 
social cohesion. 


@ Increased enforcement. 
Gangmasters and rogue employers 
exploit migrant workers yet the law is 
restrictive, cumbersome and 
insufficiently enforced. 


i@ Force major supermarkets to 
accept their responsibilities. 
The big supermarkets are one of the 
main beneficiaries of migrant workers. 
They reap billions in profits every 

year and should be made to help 
support migrant workers who make 
this profit possible. 


A Worker is a Worker 


A Trade Union Friends of Searchlight conference 
on Migrant Workers 


Saturday 10 March 
10.30am - 4pm 


Name: 





A WORKER 





@ Formulate a rural housing 
strategy. 

Rural communities are struggling to 
cope with the influx of workers. 

The migrant workers themselves are 
forced to live in appalling and 
overcrowded conditions. A new 
housing strategy is needed that will 
provide suitable accommodation for 
migrant workers and local people 
alike at affordable prices. 


@ Honour existing working 
agreements. 

Some companies exploit loopholes 
to recruit foreign workers at 

below the pay and conditions 
agreed with the unions. 

This obviously causes resentment 
and eventually reduces overall 
conditions for every employee. 


@®@ Support local councils. 

The Government should do more to 
help councils facing significant 
demographic changes because of 
migrant labour. These councils are 
often the least equipped to cope 
with increase pressure on services. 
Council funding is based on census 
data that is years out of date. 


Over the next few months 
Searchlight will lobby MPs and other 
policy formers, produce myth-busting 
leaflets and briefing papers and 
encourage a more positive approach to 
the migrant workers issue. 





Address: 








TUC Congress House 


Great Russell Street, London WC1B 3LS 


Bi Building a campaign for full employment rights 
@ Creating support networks for migrant workers 
Mi Defeating the BNP in the workplace & the community 
@ Engaging and recruiting migrant workers 


visit www.stopthebnp.org.uk for more details 
£12 per delegate. Lunch provided 





Email: 





Union: 





Ilford IG5 ONG 


Please send cheques to Searchlight PO Box 1576 


Sponsored by SERTUC, Amicus and the T&G 








P scab union set for official launch 


By Nick Lowles 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY is set 
for a formal launch of its scab union on 
24 February in central London. It is the 
party's latest attempt to woo working 
class voters from Labour. 

Solidarity, described on its website 
as “the British workers’ union” received 
its official trade union certification in 
December 2005 but it has yet to hold a 
formal public event. This will change 
this month when it holds its first 
annual meeting. 

Solidarity claims that it will be a 
normal trade union defending the 
interests of any British worker, but in 
reality it will be simply a front for the 
BNP. Given the BNP’s views on trade 
unionism and _ industrial relations, 
Solidarity will be little more than a 
scab union. 

The creation of a trade union signals 
a dramatic departure for the fascist 
party. After years of encouraging 
members to infiltrate existing unions 
in the hope of seeking confrontation 
with officials, the BNP is now setting 
up an alternative structure. 

According to documents lodged 
with the Certification Office, which 
regulates trade union matters, 
Solidarity aims to “improve the 
relations between employers and 
employees throughout all industries 
served by the union”. 

The BNP has been at pains to 
pretend that Solidarity is an 
“independent” union, not linked to 
any political party. It even installed the 
former National Front leader Patrick 
Harrington, who now runs Third Way, 
as its president. It also wrote a letter 
to the Communication Workers’ Union 
denouncing an article in its union 
journal that stated Solidarity was a 
scab fascist union. 

“We are not as a ‘front’ group for 
anyone,’ [sic] the letter signed by 
Harrington said. “Solidarity calls for 
the unity of all workers on a 
progressive platform.” 

The BNP has tried to hide its 
involvement in Solidarity. The doc- 
uments sent to the Certification Office 








Clive Potter, the BNP man behind Solidarity 





did not mention the BNP, but did state 
its intention to set up a political fund 
and “print, publish, issue and circulate” 

literature that “may seem 
conducive to the objects of 
Solidarity”. Solidarity would also seek 
to “aid and join with any organisation, 
federation, political representative or 
body ... having for their object, or one 
of their objects, the promotion of the 
interests of workers or the furtherance 
of the political objectives enshrined 
within the Political Fund”. 

But let there be no mistake about it, 
this is a BNP front. The president of 
Solidarity is not in the BNP but the 
project is coordinated by Clive Potter, 
a long-time BNP activist from Leicester 
who was expelled from Unison for 
improper conduct. Solidarity’s contact 
address is registered to Potter's home. 
Other BNP activists involved include 





Jay Lee, who was recently booted out 
of Aslef, and John Walker, the BNP’s 
national treasurer, who has had his 
own troubles with the T&G. 

The establishment of Solidarity 
appears to be a natural continuation 
of the party’s turn to working-class 
politics which began in 2000 and has 
quickened over the past two years. 
The second edition of the Solidarity 
bulletin focuses extensively on the 
issue of migrant workers. While it 
recognises that migrant workers are 
exploited it argues against recruiting 
them into trade unions or improving 
their pay and conditions. 

Solidarity is unlikely ever to really 
take off. To operate formally as a union 
it needs agreements with employers 
and a proven record of activity, neither 
of which it is likely to achieve. 

But it must serve as a warning to us 
all. The BNP has launched Solidarity 
because it sees an opportunity. 
Political, economic and __ social 
insecurity is having an impact and a 
growing number of trade union 
members are looking for nationalist 
solutions. The BNP peddles an easy 
message and in the absence of an 
alternative explanation for their 
insecurities it is one that is becoming 
increasingly attractive. 

Solidarity must not be allowed 
to get off the ground. The best way to 
stop it is for political parties to address 
people's insecurities. ~~ 


Searchlight will post any details 
of the Solidarity AGM on 


www.stopthebnp.org.uk 





Investigation 





BNP turns Swindon into racial war zone 


By Gerry Gable 


n the first few days of 2007 a 15- 

year-old white school boy was 

attacked with a hammer in the 

grounds of a school in Wroughton 
near Swindon. The British National 
Party made much of this because the 
attackers were said to be an Asian 
gang, and laid the blame on growing 
inter-communal tensions. The local 
BNP unit lost no time in delivering an 
inflammatory leaflet about the attack 
to residents. 

The victim has now been 
released from hospital and is 
at home recovering. But the 
fallout from the attack 
continues. 

The BNP is trying hard to 
make political capital out 
of the incident, but it is the 
BNP that has done the most 
to promote racial terror in 
the area. 

Four years ago David 
Tovey was sentenced to 11 
years’ imprisonment at 
Oxford Crown Court for possession of 
an Aladdin's cave of _ terrorist 
equipment in his house in Oxfordshire, 
including military explosive and bomb 
manuals. Police also found a hand- 
drawn map of the site of Swindon’s 
Broad Street mosque and were 
satisfied that he intended to carry out 
a terrorist attack against the building 
and its congregation. He had applied 
for membership of the BNP. 

In January last year 16-year-old 
Michael Matthews received a two-year 
detention order for a spate of racist 
graffiti and criminal damage at the 
Swindon mosque. The regional 
organiser of the Young BNP, Mark 
Bulman, who also called himself 
Mark Bullock, denounced Matthews 
in the local media as someone the 
BNP wanted nothing to do with. 

Matthews was an impressionable 
youth who had come under the 
influence of the BNP’s keenest activists 
in the region. 

At the time that Matthews was 
trying to set fire to the mosque 
Bulman and a much brighter young 
nazi by the name of Danny Lake were 
busy leafleting local schools and 
colleges with the BNP’s hate material. 





















David Tovey 


Students and teaching 
staff had reacted angrily and driven 
the BNP activists out of a number of 
colleges. Lake was charged after one 
of these incidents but was acquitted. 

Yet while older members of the BNP 
were talking up the possibility of 
interracial clashes in the region 
Bulman, 22, had already started his 
own mini race war, which culminated 
in a string of daubings, criminal 
damage and firebomb attacks on the 
Swindon mosque. 

Bulman phoned the police to turn 
himself in after a Molotov cocktail he 
had hurled through a window at the 
mosque last August failed to ignite. 
He had used a BNP leaflet as a fuse. 
When the police picked him up he was 
armed with a chair leg to “protect 
himself from the enemy”. He referred 
to the Broad Street area as “enemy 
territory” because it had businesses 


owned by people from ethnic 
minorities. 
He was remanded in custody 


and from his prison cell wrote a series 
of rambling letters to a Swindon 
anti-fascist admitting his crimes 
and giving vent to his obsessive 
antisemitism and nazism. It was no 
surprise that a judge at Swindon 


Danny Lake (right) gives out leaflets with Mark Bulman (centre) 








Crown Court ordered a_ psychiatric 
report before sentencing him. 

After receiving the report Judge 
Douglas Field decided Bulman was 
sane but a danger to the public. 
Describing him as “a racial bigot’, 
he jailed Bulman for five years. 

Bulman’s lawyer Philip Warren 
claimed Bulman while in custody 
had reflected on his “skewed views” 
of society and wanted to change. 
He asked for permission for Bulman 
to address the court but the judge 
refused saying “| am not going to 
allow a political speech’. 

Bulman had told the examining 
psychiatrist that he had wanted to 
reduce the mosque to “ash and 
rubble” and “to give the establishment 
and lefties a wake up call”. His words 
bore a striking similarity with the 
statement of the London nazi bomber 
David Copeland that he wanted to 
start a race war that would see a BNP 
government brought to power. 

As Bulman looked forward to a long 
time locked away, what of his 
erstwhile close buddy Lake, now a 
student at Bath University. Well in his 
warped wisdom Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, has just appointed him the 
party’s national youth organiser. —~ 


Michael 


Johnson @ 


The mighty fallen 


IN ITS ATTEMPT to project a respectable 
image, some of the BNP’s tried and trusted 
nazis are finding themselves out in the cold. 
One such is Mark Payne (pictured), until 
recently the party’s deputy national treasurer, 
with the unenviable job of putting together a 
coherent set of accounts from the patchy 
records kept by individual party units. 
Replaced as deputy treasurer by Dave 
Hannam of Great White Records, the BNP’s 
music operation, Payne moved north to 
Pendle where he tried to inject new life 
into the local party branch. But it seems his 
talents were not appreciated in today’s BNP 











Offended? 


A COUNCILLOR FROM the tiny England First Party was reported to be 
“seriously reconsidering” his position in the party after being 
challenged at a Blackburn council meeting at the beginning of 
December about a link from his party’s website to a blasphemous 
video on YouTube. 

Councillor Michael Johnson said he had not seen the footage, 
which depicts Jesus making an offensive hand gesture and hurtful 
remarks about Islam. 

After Kate Hollern, leader of the council, took Johnson back to her 
office to show him the video, he said that he found it “personally 
offensive” and wanted to meet councillor Mark Cotterill, the leader of 
the EFP, about his future with the far-right group. 

Cotterill, who was not at the council meeting, told the Lancashire 
Telegraph that he had posted the video link because he thought it was 
“amusing”. Asked whether it gave ammunition to those who believed 
his party was racist, he replied: “| don’t bloody care”. 

It seems however that the two men patched up any differences 
pretty quickly. According to the EFP website both of them attended 
the party’s “Yule Social” on 17 December, where there was a “fantastic 
feeling of comradeship and nationalist togetherness” and “no 
rancour” between the activists from the various organisations 
present, one of which was the tiny Wolf's Hook somewhat depleted 
after the arrest of one of its activists for the murder of another. 


BNP man loses racial 
abuse appeal 


A BNP MEMBER has lost his appeal 
against his conviction for racially abusing 
an Asian woman. 

Robert McGlynn, 40, from Swansea, was 
found guilty by city magistrates in 
September last year of racially aggravated 
disorderly conduct. It was a unique case in 
which the victim was never traced. 

The sole witness against him, Lydia Rees, 
had told the court that she was shocked to 
hear McGlynn shout what she understood to 


which is trying desperately to project a non-nazi image. He has now 
fallen out with most of the members and he is thinking of moving 
back to Coventry. 

Payne is the man who once changed his name to Mark Matthews 
after his hero, the US nazi terrorist Robert J Matthews. In 1984 
Matthews and his group, The Order, tried to spark off a race war in the 
US. To celebrate his nazi idol, Payne set up 14 Words Press (UK), 
selling videos and books about their terrorist exploits. 


Shoot them all 


AS SEARCHLIGHT WENT to press the media were dominated by a 
row over racist comments made by one of the participants in Channel 
4s Celebrity Big Brother show. 

Not surprisingly the BNP lost no time to wade in. Stuart Russell, the 
party’s press officer, cavorting as usual under his pseudonym Dr Phil 
Edwards, said: “The show is trivia, people should stop getting upset and 
start talking about the real problems in Britain — mass immigration, 
about the number of foreigners here”. 

But the effort of trying to sound reasonable must have exhausted 
him. Reverting to violent nazi form he is reported to have gone on to 
say: “They should close the programme and shoot the lot of them” 


be “Paki whore” and “Sieg Heil” at the 
woman through his open car window. 
McGlynn had not intended to appeal, 
telling the South Wales Evening Post at the 
beginning of October, “I have decided not to 
appeal as | feel there is no justice in the courts 
system of this country”. But the BNP decided 
otherwise, saying in a strident and typically 
inaccurate press release: “We totally reject 
the concept of ‘guilty by denunciation’ as 
practiced [sic] by Swansea magistrates court 
in the recent ‘trial’ of Robert McGlynn”. 
McGlynn duly appealed, claiming that 
Mrs Rees had been mistaken in what she 
thought she saw and heard. He should not 
have listened to his party. Last month Judge 
John Diehl QC upheld the magistrates’ 
verdict and ordered McGlynn to pay £140 
prosecution costs for the appeal on top of 
the £200 fine and £200 costs originally 
imposed at Swansea Magistrates’ Court. 





2007 Elections Focus: East I 


By Nick Lowles 






e East Midlands will be a 
major battleground in the 2007 
local elections. With between 
* 100 and 150 candidates set to 
stand, the British National Party will be 
hoping to exploit voter disillusionment 
with the mainstream parties and rising 
tensions over the recent influx of 
Eastern European migrant workers. 

It is impossible to predict how the 
BNP will do. Most of the councils in 
the region elect all their councillors every 
four years and BNP support is largely 
untested. However, potential support can 
be seen in the 2004 European election 
results in which the BNP and UK 
Independence Party received a combined 
vote of 32.5% across the region. 

While European elections, which use 
proportional representation, will always 
produce increased support for minority 
parties, the high vote reflects mounting 
concern over migrant workers, who 
have become increasingly visible in 
recent years. 

As Box 1 clearly demonstrates, the 
combined BNP and UKIP vote in 
certain local authority districts is even 
more worrying. 


Getting organised 

The East Midlands had long been a 
barren region for the BNP. In the 1990s 
party activities were organised by the 


Box 1 
Area 


East Midlands 
Amber Valley 
Ashfield 



























veteran nazi John Peacock 
and the region was better 
known for its Odal Ring 
summer camps than 
electoral success. 

Things have now : 
changed. This partly ) 
reflects the general 
rise in support for the 
BNP but it is also the 
result of the BNP’s 
increasingly well-oiled 
operation. The party has 
discarded its previous 
organisers, Steve Belshaw, 
Mark Stringfellow and 
Mick Holmes, in favour of a 
more dynamic and effective 
leadership. Sadie Graham, 
who recently became the 
party's Group Development 
Officer, now runs the region and 
beneath her is a decent branch 
organiser structure. 

Graham initially set her 
region the task of finding 
100 candidates for this May 
but last autumn increased this 
to 150. Most will be in 
Leicestershire and Notting- 
hamshire, but there will be 
some in Derbyshire, North- 
amptonshire and Lincolnshire. 

Outside Graham’s home turf 


of Broxtowe, Nottingham- 
shire, the BNP is _ best 
organised in northwest 
Leicestershire. The branch, 
which covers a consider- 
able area, is subdivided 
into smaller units, each 
with its own leader. 


Key battlegrounds 
Searchlight has iden- 
tified the following key 
battlegrounds in the May 
2007 elections: 
M@ Broxtowe The key 
ward in Sadie Graham’s 
home patch will be 
Brinsley, where Graham 
and three other BNP 
members sit on the parish 
council. Graham stood in 
the ward when it was last 
contested, in 2003, and in a 
straight race against the 
Labour Party she polled 
42.0%. The BNP is likely to 
contest several wards in this 
former mining area. 

South Lincolnshire This 
is where the migrant worker 
issue has been most 


Sadie Graham heads a more 
dynamic regional structure 


BNP Combined 
6.4 82.5 
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8.5 38.7 
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Nidlands 


contentious. In 2004 the combined 
UKIP and BNP vote in Boston 
was 46.4%, in South Holland it was 
37.4%, in North Kesteven 35.3% and in 
South Kesteven 36.8%. The migrant 
worker population has born the brunt 
of serious violence, with football riots 
targeting Portuguese workers during 
the 2004 European championships. 
The BNP has one councillor in 
South Holland but its prospects could 
depend on how many votes go to the 
UKIP, which is well organised in 
the region. 

M™ North West Leicestershire The 
BNP will field many candidates across 
the area, with particular focus on 
Charnwood and Coalville. 

™@ Lincoln The BNP has announced 
its intention to contest all 11 wards in 
the city council elections. While it is 
questionable whether the party will 
achieve this, it will certainly stand in 
several wards and will hope to expand 
on its 16% vote in last year’s Moorland 
by-election. 

M@ Heanor There are no borough 
council elections in Heanor this year 
but the BNP is likely to stand in the 
town council election and given the 
electoral system used it will be hard to 
prevent the BNP from getting people 
elected. Each voter chooses seven 
candidates. ~= 
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Cruel sports editor backs BNP 


By Nick Lowles 


THE EDITOR OF a= magazine 
dedicated to hunting dogs has 
publicly come out in support of the 
BNP. David Harcombe, editor of 
Earth Dog - Running Dog, a pro- 
hunting magazine aimed at terrier 
owners, made his comments in the 
November 2006 edition in response 
to a letter from Paul Crofts from 
Inverness, who criticised the 
increasingly racist editorials. 

Crofts wrote: “I have subscribed to 
the magazine since issue 1 and have 
in the past submitted four articles 
but | am beginning to wonder if | 
can continue to do so. To somehow 
suggest that Gypsies, Muslims, 
Asylum seekers etc, are in any way 
responsible for the ban is plainly 
ludicrous and does our cause no 
good at all.’ 

He went on to describe Harcombe 
as a fascist and a nazi. 

Harcombe responded: “Nazi? 
Fascist? Sorry you hold that opinion 
of me but that’s your privilege. It’s a 
common reaction from people 
who really know nothing of the 
BNP apart from the brainwashing of 
the media.” 

The magazine would shock most 
decent people. There are pictures 
glorifying “kills’ showing dogs 
standing around dead animals 
with blood covering their mouths. 
Tales of hunts even include stories of 
the dogs being worked to near- 
death in the pursuit of blood sport. 

Harcombe is no stranger to the 
charge of racism. In the run-up to 





Earth Dog — Running Dog against 
immigrants and bunny rabbits 


the “Countryside March” in 1998 he 
criticised the black Labour MP Oona 
King (Bethnal Green and Bow), an 
opponent of fox hunting, saying: 
“| resent Oona King. She is the 
daughter of some immigrant 
telling us what to do. What right 
has she got to criticise the people 
of this country? How dare she 
attack us when her and her kind are 
always asking for special privileges 
for minorities?” 

“This squalid little publication has 
a track record of promoting 
antisemitism, racism and _ bigotry,’ 
Martin Salter MP told Searchlight. 
“In many ways Earth Dog — Running 
Dog represents the provisional wing 
of the pro-hunt lobby in Britain.’ 

Perhaps it is hardly  surpris- 
ing that Harcombe supports the 
BNP. ~= 


Earth Dog - 
Running Dog 













ith only three months to 
go until the May local 
elections preparations for 
the Anti-Fascist Fortnight 
are moving fast. 

Over the past month Searchlight 
speakers have attended meetings in 
Stoke-on-Trent, Epping, Thurrock, 
Sandwell, Blackburn, Lincoln, Derby, 
Kirklees, Doncaster, Wakefield, 
Calderdale, Glasgow, Newcastle, 
Dudley, Birmingham, Manchester 
and Wolverhampton. 

A few of these events were public 
meetings but most were to plan for 
the forthcoming election campaign. 

Separately, Wales Friends of 
Searchlight held a meeting in Cardiff 
last month, supported by most of the 
trade union movement, where plans 
were drawn up to challenge the BNP 
in South and North Wales in the local 
and Welsh Assembly elections. 

In London, 62 MPs or their staff 
attended a Labour Friends of 
Searchlight meeting to hear Nick 
Lowles from Searchlight join Frank 
Dobson and Martin Salter to lead a 
discussion about strategies to fight 
the BNP. While it was heartening to 
see so many new faces at a Labour 
Friends of Searchlight meeting, their 
presence also highlights the level of 
concern among Labour MPs. 


The Fortnight 

Plans are well under way for the 
Anti-Fascist Fortnight. In early February 
Searchlight will launch an AFF section 
on www.stopthebnp.com. It will give 
details of planned activities and explain 
how everyone can get involved in 
defeating the BNP even if they live 


DAYS OF ACTION DIARY 
Thurrock, Keighley, Birmingham, Wigan 


Dudley, Blackburn, Rotherham, Wakefield 


Saturday 24 March 
Sunday 25 March 
Monday 26 March Sheffield 


Saturday 31 March 
Sunday 1 April 
Wednesday 4 April 
Saturday 7 April 


miles away from the target areas. 

The centrepiece of the Anti-Fascist 
Fortnight will be large-scale Days of 
Action in our key target local 
authorities. By mobilising large 
numbers of people on one day we can 
not only cover all the target wards with 
good quality anti-BNP material but also 
use the activity to act as a springboard 
for the rest of the campaign. 

The key Days of Action will be in 
Thurrock, Dudley, Stoke-on-Trent, 
Sandwell, Oldham, Blackburn, 
Burnley, Bradford, Kirklees and Leeds. 
In total, events will happen in 103 
local authority areas. 


London Calling 

Searchlight is also launching “London 
Calling’, a telephone canvassing 
operation that will identify voters in 
our target wards who oppose the 
BNP. Last year Searchlight ran a Voter 
ID operation in 35 wards and we 
believe the 33,000 anti-BNP voters we 
identified played an important role in 
preventing the fascists from winning 
many council seats they expected to 
take. In 2007 we want to double our 
Voter ID operation. 

As London does not have any 
elections this year we will set up a 
number of telephone banks across 
the capital during March and April. 

If you would like to get involved 
then please email Cathy, our “London 
Calling” coordinator, at 
Cathy@stopthebnp.org.uk. 

Next month's Searchlight will carry a 
special feature outlining how all our 
readers can help in the campaign. 
Thousands of people read Searchlight 
every month and if they can all 


Stoke-on-Trent, Burnley, Bradford, Epping 
Sandwell, Leeds, Oldham 

Broxbourne, Bradford 

Kirklees, Redditch, Tameside 





2007 campaign update 


commit just a couple of hours of their 
time to helping in the campaign we 
will be well on our way to defeating 
the BNP. If you can find one or two 
friends to help as well then our job 
will be so much easier. ~~ 


| SUPPORT THE 
Anti-Fascist 


FORTNIGHT 


[| Please put me in touch 
with my local anti-BNP 


group 


& Send me updates on 
activities 


Individuals: 
name 
email/tel 


town 


Organisations: 
name 
organisation 


contact address 


postcode 


telephone 
email 
donation £ 


Please make your cheque or 
postal order payable to 
Searchlight and send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, 
Ilford IG5 ONG 
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Peter Turpin, BNP Epping 
Forest District Councillor, 
had to resign from the 

INV (ekuge) ele) lit-lamme) (act 
because of his National 
Front connections many 
years ago. He later 
advocated vigilante 
gangs in Redbridge 


BET o)am Dlole(e] -micolan) 
Redbridge, well known 
football lout and former 
BNP “law and order” 
(e-Vare|(er-1¢-) 


lan Moore, former 
BNP general election 
(orale l(ol-\-m iol 
Hornchurch 


East Ender Anthony 


the Builder. Can he fix it, 
yes he can 


VEN aly 








ast month Unite Against Fascism 

protested outside the London 

Coliseum against Simone Clarke, 
an English National Ballet principal 
ballerina and Equity deputy, who was 
exposed by The Guardian as a British 
National party member. 

The story first emerged shortly 
before Christmas when the newspaper 
published a two-day investigation into 
the BNP. A journalist had become the 
party’s central London organiser and 
reported how the BNP was attracting 
more affluent supporters. 

It was a _ strange _ investigation. 
He claimed the BNP was actively 
recruiting middle-class supporters as 


proof of its new modern approach 
but surely it was no surprise that 
BNP members in the most affluent 
district of Britain were more affluent. 
If the “new” BNP was so determined 
and successful in its recruitment of 
middle-class support, why had the 
position of central London organiser 
been vacant for so long? 

While Searchlight commends any 
proper investigation into the BNP we 
do urge that it is put into context. 
Unfortunately the journalist only 
attended one London-wide event. 
If he had been to more, he would have 
seen a different BNP, one that most 
anti-racists see regularly. He would 


Pictures: David Hoffman 


have seen the thugs and heavies of 
outer east London. A trip south of the 
river would have brought him to the 
Holocaust deniers and antisemites of 
the Croydon branch. 

The two-sided face of the BNP 
was evident outside the Coliseum. 
There was a respectable wing, led by 
BNP councillor Richard Barnbrook, 
who gathered to offer Clarke their 
support. Then there was a heavy mob 
who manhandled photographers. 

The BNP does have some wealthy 
backers. The BNP is attracting some 
middle-class support. But the BNP is 
still the BNP and this should never be 
forgotten. <j 








-BNPnews 3 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 
British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |IG5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 





Pensioners ‘appalled’ at BNP councillor 


A BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY councillor came 
under investigation by Bradford Council legal officers 
over gifts of money to local pensioners. Paul Cromie 
insisted that the donations of £5 he sent in Christmas 
cards to around 210 pensioners in sheltered housing 
were a goodwill gesture from his councillor’s allowance 
and not a gift from the BNP. 

The recipients were confused about what to do with it. 
The two other councillors who represent Cromie’s 
Queensbury ward, both Conservatives, said they had 
received many calls from concerned pensioners. 
Councillor Stuart Hanson said: “Everyone who rang has 
been absolutely appalled. “Of course, there is a 
percentage who have accepted it because £5 is £5.” 

Wynne Howes said she would give the money to 
charity. “I don’t want it,” said Mrs Howes, 90. “I do not 
think a lot of the BNP. I have been a Tory all my life and I 
certainly would not change to BNP.” 

Bradford South Community Housing Trust, which runs the 
sheltered housing schemes, sent out a letter suggesting to 
residents who did not want to accept the gift that they give it 
to the Lord Mayor of Bradford’s Appeal, return it to Cromie 
or send it to a charity of their choice. 

The complaints were passed to the Council’s monitoring 
officer to investigate whether the donations breached 
regulations. 

This is not the first time that Cromie’s largesse has got him 
into trouble. After his election last May police investigated 


Councillor loses pub 


THE BLUE LAGOON pub has closed after 
a series of violent incidents involving a 
shooting, machete attack and mass brawls. 
The pub, which regularly held BNP meetings 
and fundraising events, was run by James 
Lloyd (pictured), the BNP councillor for 
Princes End ward on Sandwell council. 

West Midlands police submitted a written 
report to the council listing the violent 
incidents at the pub. In early June a fight 
broke out with one man receiving “a good 
beating, with the loss of teeth’, 

The victim obviously had a beef with 
Lloyd, because the following day he returned 
with a friend brandishing a semi-automatic gun. 
A shot was fired, narrowly missing Lloyd. 

In November, customers were threatened 
with a man wielding a machete. Lloyd was again 








More money than dress sense: Bradford councillor Paul Cromie (left) 





allegations that he bought votes by giving £100 to pay 
for a Christmas party at the Goodwin House sheltered 
housing complex. 

Cromie, 53, a retired local businessman who plays in the 
BNP band Red Claire, denied that he had made that 
donation. Providing food, drink or entertainment before, 
during or after an election to influence a voter, is illegal. 
Red Claire, whose members also include Colin Auty, a 
BNP councillor in Dewsbury, and Frank Atack, who is 
involved in the party’s Great White Records operation, was 
in trouble in December for trying to hijack a local newspaper’s 
campaign for press freedom. 


the target of the attack. 

Lloyd told local reporters that he would 
probably not turn up at a hearing of 
Sandwell’s licensing panel that was due 
to discuss the police application to “review” 
the licence for the pub and would close the 
premises immediately. 

His family is getting quite a reputation for 
trouble. Early last year one of his sons was 
named and shamed as one of the area’s worst 
persistent offenders. A second son has also 
been in regular trouble with the police. 

Lloyd was elected to Sandwell Council in 
2004 but rarely attends meetings despite 
being the nominal BNP group leader. 
Amusingly, Lloyd's election address called on 
parents to be held responsible for the actions 
of their children. 


oe 


Somalia, crystal balls and a BNP councillor 


UNABLE TO PUT MOTIONS to 
Redbridge Council because he 
cannot find a_ seconder, BNP 
councillor Julian Leppert (pictured) 
spends his time writing silly letters to 
the I/ford Recorder instead. In his 
latest offering he reveals that BNP 
headquarters keeps a crystal ball, 
which may explain quite a lot. 

After consulting with the crystal 
ball Leppert, who once stood for 
mayor of London, predicted race 
riots in Ilford in summer 2009, and a 
Recorder headline reading “Ilford 
explodes”. He also indicated that the 
BNP has no hopes of winning any 
Redbridge by-elections, referring to a 
“lone BNP councillor” challenging 
the other parties over “decades of 
treason’ and “successive postwar 
governments’ policy of turning our 
country into Somalia”. 

Leppert claims that everyone he 
meets in his Hainault ward tells him 


Turkeys vote for Christmas 


BNP members on Epping Forest 
District Council showed typical BNP 
ineptitude recently when the council 
received the latest annual report of 
the Epping Forest District Standards 
Committee, the body that ensures 
councillors comply with their code 
of conduct. 

The document, which covered the 
committee’s work in the municipal year 
2005/06, reported, without giving 
names, that two cases had been referred 
to it by the Standards Board for 
England. In one the adjudication 
sub-committee had held a formal 
hearing, which found that a breach of 
the code of conduct had occurred and 
suspended the member concerned for 
three months. 

The BNP councillors voted in favour 
of the report without objection. It seems 
they did not realise that the suspended 
member was their very own ‘Terence 
Farr who was investigated after he 
wrote racist letters to Trevor Phillips, 
chair of the Commission for Racial 
Equality, and Deputy Prime Minister 
John Prescott. 

The Standards Committee also 
suggested he undertake training in the 
application of the code of conduct, 
the council's policies on equal oppor- 
tunities and the race equality scheme, 
which he refused. At the time the BNP 
objected strongly, claiming Farr had 





they refuse to go shopping in Ilford, 
preferring to spend their money in 
the more agreeable environment of 
Romford Market. Leppert himself 
seems to have become less 
enamoured with the environs of his 
own ward. He signs his letter from 
Hanson Green, Loughton, to where 
he has recently decamped. 


been victimised. His tribulations now 
seem to have been forgotten. 

Meanwhile councillor Rod Law, 
recently expelled from the RMT union, 
has started posting on the nazi 
Stormfront gossip website, where he 
repeats BNP lies about Loughton being 
“invaded by youths coming in on free 
travel from inner London areas to do no 
more than rob and assault the 
residents”. Residents of Grange Hill 
ward rejected similar BNP claims in a 
by-election late last year. 

Law also uses the forum to continue 
his attack on Essex Police Inspector 
Morrissey, who seems to have attracted 
his ire because she refused to take ser- 
iously the BNP’s lies about local crime. 

A third BNP Epping councillor 
was one of those who formed a BNP 
heavy mob outside the London 
Coliseum last month, where he was 
seen engaged in deep discussions with 
the police. Peter Turpin is himself a 
former Metropolitan Police officer who 
was asked to leave many years ago 
because of his activities with the 
National Front. His former senior office 
later condemned him in the local press 
when Turpin tried to start a vigilante 
group in Redbridge. Turpin is always 
going on about law and order but 
according to Essex Police seems to 
have a problem distinguishing truth 
from fiction. 


Barnbrook invites 
councillors to 
criticise leadership 


THE BAD PUBLICITY over the rent 
arrears of three of the BNP 
sya clave) lave) @y-ve(-ja)arelan) @elelara| is 
eles ciavel =) @olpiiiarviinre) siaccr-ian) ey) 
Ceqigeligrll eeleiea(olars ciale| clalenien 
(rj lelcariuleie clanelgre| sila 
(eolistelli(eles late) @-larel(ereltacs Il) 
over the country has clearly 
stung the party. Richard 
Barnbrook, BNP group leader on 
seed tare clare) Bl-Ye(-telar-lealqolu|arall i 
has called all the party’s council- 
lors to a meeting to “step back 
and cast an eye over our per- 
aceldanrclarecc) ciate) clacielgcuiarciaiaalcyy) 
conform to the quality that we 
Ciavorel(e} el-u-lianliare nce) ae 

In a letter headed “First national 
BNP councillors meeting’ at 
which the attendance of council- 
Ko} scare] ate fu 0) (oss) ol-ral t\\{oycer=) ple] (elo) (a 
will be “an absolute essential’ 
Barnbrook admits: “it is not 
unknown for problems to arise, 
especially in the areas of financial 
difficulties that unnecessarily arm 
folVigico)e) efolatcialeyaNVidaleyacal cuaUViiig 
which to beat us,’ 

PNerao} ge lialefavoynsi-|aale) core) @aanviate) 
was appointed councillors’ repre- 
sentative on the BNP's advisory 
council in November, the meet- 
ing will allow people to “share 
useful experience” and “assess 
the quality and effectiveness” of 
their work. More intriguingly, it 
will allow councillors to voice 
their concerns “freely and with- 
out being subject to scrutiny of 
‘head office”. 

Miats) gelccidiele) ela) 24s) ig lelger-ay 
“in the Stoke/Derby area” is 
Haieciare(sVelike) elcid alu iiciuco)gicctele| (a) 
ipeaaXOlaiaaig galsi-eiarehy r-]a(el ane) 
provide a “mutual support struc- 
ture and catalyst for improving 
our work’. It looks like BNP coun- 
(eli Keyes il el) fa) iele =) efesere| elare 
navel-gazing session, or perhaps 
councillor Leppert will bring the 
BNP crystal ball. 

Back in Barnbrook’s own 
back yard, it appears that 
Giz) Blelsie-wiice ary -hjeleicrel 
lerlaldaviejcay clare) eelaccet(agis 
felixe(eriliiteciarola) ck =) eelularal|ieyg 
oy, cilarciiny? cleiesciiare) ice) (ef-\7 (oii 
ele @eleiae|| goa Glace [ens 
before a court bankruptcy hear- 
ing last month. 








On the streets 


By Nick Lowles 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party 
has not won a council by-election since 
September 2004 when it took a seat in 
Goresbrook, Barking and Dagenham, 
with 52% of the vote. The party has 
contested dozens of council by-elections 
since then but has not come close. 

While we have been fortunate that 
many of these by-elections have not 
been in the BNP’s strongest wards it is 
also important to stress that the political 
parties have got better at defeating 
the fascists. There was once a time, not 
so long ago, when the main parties 
would fight limited campaigns in the 
belief that no one was really interested. 
That has changed, and no doubt 
democracy has benefited. The inclusion 
of a BNP candidate now automatically 
forces the other parties into mounting a 
more serious and organised contest. 

The BNP hope its fortunes will change 
this month as there are three council by- 
elections, two of which are in wards 
where the BNP has or had councillors. 

In Calderdale’s Illingworth and 
Mixenden ward, where the BNP already 
has two councillors, the fascists are 
looking to make it a clean sweep after 
the sudden death of Labour councillor 
Bob Metcalfe. A BNP councillor was 
re-elected in the ward in May but since 
then its other councillor, Richard 
Mulhall, has been found guilty of 
benefit fraud and a subsequent poll in 
the local newspaper found 82% of 
people thought he should resign. 

In Burnley, the death of another 
Labour councillor in Brunshaw ward 
means that the BNP will have an 
opportunity to win back a seat it won in 
2003 but lost a year later when its 
councillor Maureen Stowe walked out 
of the party. In last May’s election the 
BNP was only 43 votes behind Labour. 

A third by-election will take place in 


Bede ward for a seat on Bedworth and 
Nuneaton council. Although the BNP 
has not contested this ward before, it 
polled 4.1% in the constituency in the 
2005 general election. On paper it should 
be a good prospect for the fascists. 
It is a solidly white working-class ward, 
bordering the more ethnically diverse 
Nuneaton. Many of its residents used to 
work in the North Warwickshire mines 
and the once large car industry, both of 
which are long gone. 

The BNP is targeting all three by- 
elections. The party's North West region 
is leading the campaign in Burnley and 
as Searchlight goes to press it has already 
delivered four election leaflets. 

Yorkshire and Humber activists, as 
well as those in the North East, are 
being urged to help in Illingworth and 
Mixenden, while the Midlands, 
London and the South West regions are 
prioritising the Bedworth campaign. 

A victory in any of the three, and 
especially in all three, would give the 
BNP a huge boost before the May 
elections. Conversely, a heavy defeat 
would set the fascists back. There are 
parallels in the Illingworth and 
Mixenden election with the Keighley 
West contest last March, which was 
called after BNP councillor Angela 
Clarke resigned. There was much 
deliberation within the Labour Party 
about whether to force a by-election, 
with the regional office strongly against 
the idea. However, Keighley Labour 
Party, supported by Bradford TUC and 
Searchlight, pushed ahead. The by- 
election saw Angela Sinfield retake the 
seat for Labour and it certainly played a 
role in limiting the BNP success across 
West Yorkshire six weeks later. 

In all three wards it is the Labour Party 
that is best placed to defeat the BNP. 
Searchlight and the respective local anti- 
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BNP groups are co-ordinating their 
strategies and just as the BNP is using 
these elections as a dry run for May, so are 
we. One element of all three campaigns is 
a more co-ordinated approach involving 
the labour movement. 

If you can help in any of these 
elections please contact: 


H Yorkshire: Lorraine at 
Hq@hopeyorkd.org.uk 

H@ North West: Jason at 
nw@stopthebnp.org.uk 

Hi West Midlands: Gurinder at 
wmé@stopthebnp.org.uk 


In a separate development over 60 
people delivered 17,000 anti-BNP 
leaflets across Stoke-on-Trent South in a 
weekend of action, organised by the local 
Labour Party, between 5 and 7 January. 

The four-page leaflet was designed 
with the Holocaust Memorial Day in 
mind and over the rest of the month 
another 10,000 leaflets were due to be 
distributed. 

The constituency is where the 
BNP has concentrated most of its 
efforts over the past few years, although 
it has become increasingly active in 
other areas of the city, particularly 
in Stoke Central. ~= 


Please send in reports of 
local campaigns and 


activities against the BNP 
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Key BNP man sent racist 


threats 


By Pete Lazenby 


BNP leader Nick Griffin’s continual 
claims of “respectability” for his street 
thugs took yet another knock when one 
of the party’s key West Yorkshire 
activists was convicted of sending hate 
mail and threats to “spill Muslim blood” 
to a local mosque, and threats to a local 
anti-racism campaigner. 

The case, involving = Brian 
Wainwright, brought out evidence of 
BNP links with the far-right terror 
group Combat 18, and material linking 
him to the fascist hate site Redwatch, 
both “proscribed” organisations ac- 
cording to Griffin. In reality, as the 
court case showed, Griffin is utterly 
helpless when faced with the octoploid 
tangle of BNP activists, C18 terrorist 
sympathisers and supporters of the 
Redwatch hate site. 

Wainwright is a BNP activist in 
Calderdale, the council district based on 
Halifax, once hailed as the BNP’s “jewel 
in the crown” in Yorkshire after it 
provided the party with its first electoral 
breakthrough in the region in the 2003 
local elections. 

Griffin predicted that within two 
years the BNP would hold the balance 
of power on the persistently hung 
council. Today there are still only two 
BNP councillors in Calderdale, one of 
them the criminal Richard Mulhall who 
in October last year was convicted of 
benefit fraud. 

Wainwright has stood as a BNP 
candidate in both local and_par- 
liamentary elections. He was one of 
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three BNP candidates 
in Ovenden ward in 
Calderdale in 2004, none 
of whom got elected, and 
was the BNP general 
election candidate for 
Hull in 2005. He did not 
stand in 2006. 

When standing in ele- 
ctions Wainwright tried 
to maintain the BNP’s 
new “respectable” image, 
alongside the likes of 
Mulhall. But like so many 
others in the BNP he 
proved unable to keep up 
the facade for long. 

His racist hatred bubbled openly to 
the surface last year when he targeted a 
Halifax Asian councillor, a local mosque 
and a Halifax anti-racism campaigner, 
Paul Sutcliffe. 

Sutcliffe was the first to suffer. 
In February last year he received at home 
a poster bearing a skull and crossbones, 
an SS symbol, a swastika, and the words 
“white pride”. There was also a photo- 
graph of himself with the words “Halifax 
C18 to visit” scrawled above. 

Sutcliffe took the threat seriously and 
contacted the police. 

Wainwright's next target in March was 
the Jama Majid Ahl-E-Hadith mosque 
in Halifax. The mosque’s 68-year-old 
secretary opened an envelope containing 
images of a skull and crossbones and the 
words “Muslims will die”. 

Wainwright seems to have been on a 
roll, because the following month 
Calderdale’s first Asian councillor, 
Labour's Mohammed Najib, received 
material at Halifax town hall warning 
that a “race war” was to begin in Halifax 
in five days and that “Muslim blood” 
would be spilled. 

Wainwright’s DNA was found on a 
stamp and on the gummed seal of one 
of the envelopes. Experts said the 
handwriting was Wainwright's. 

Wainwright was arrested in Keighley 
in November as he distributed BNP 
material. When police raided his home 
they found more revolting material. 
Among it was a poster bearing 
swastikas, SS symbols and the words 
“HX Wing Combat 18”. There were 
other racist words too foul to repeat. 


Another dent in the BNP’s “respectable 
image” Brian Wainwright 





At Calderdale magistrates’ court 
on 5 January Wainwright admitted 
sending letters with indecent, offensive 
and threatening messages. Sentencing 
was adjourned. 

The crossover between the BNP in 
Calderdale and local support for the 
terrorist C18 group has long been 
common knowledge in anti-fascist 
circles in the district. C18 stickers and 
leaflets have been appearing for the past 
five years. Wainwright’s use of C18 hate 
material is one more piece of evidence 
of the link. 

The photograph of Sutcliffe had 
appeared on the Redwatch hate site. 
Sutcliffe is one of the district’s most 
active anti-racism campaigners and one 
of the organisers of Calderdale Unity 
Against Racism. Some years ago he 
was interviewed by the regional BBC 
TV magazine programme Look North. 
It was a still from the show that was 
downloaded and placed on Redwatch. 

The BBC investigated the possibility 
of taking legal action for breach of 
copyright, but it came to nothing. 

It was the same photograph that 
Wainwright sent to Sutcliffe. 

The fact that Redwatch material is 
being used to threaten people in their 
homes further strengthens Searchlight’s 
campaign for the Redwatch site to be 
shut down. You can support the 
campaign via www.stopthebnp.com. ~<a 


@ Calderdale Unity can be 
contacted c/o GMB office, Clifton 
House, Clifton Road, Brighouse, 
HD6 1SL or on 0790 984 2018 or e- 
mail calderdaleunity@yahoo.co.uk 


A MAN OFTHE PEOPLE ~ 
David Ervine 1953-2007 


A personal view from Matthew Collins 


| WAS TERRIBLY saddened to learn of the death of the loyalist 
politician and former UVF man David Ervine last month. 

Ervine, leader of the UVF-aligned Progressive Unionist Party 
(PUP), was a dedicated anti-racist and anti-fascist, a fact that 
conflicts with the opinion many people hold of loyalists. 

Often at loggerheads with his enemy “big house” Unionism, 

Ervine was a first port of call to anyone interested in 
understanding the bewildering attitudes, contradictions and 
ever-changing consciousness of modern loyalist/Unionist 
thinking. 
Time after time, Ervine would take my phone calls, often late 
in the evening, and admitted to groaning when he heard my 
voice or recognised my number. Often he would sigh “Matthew, 
what have we done now”. 

He was fiercely proud of being a working-class Protestant 
and after leaving school aged 15, became involved in the UVF 
(Ulster Volunteer Force). He was imprisoned for explosive 
offences in 1980. 

It was while in prison that Ervine came under the influence of 
the legendary Gusty Spence, the god father of the modern UVF. 
Spence encouraged Ervine to study history and educate himself. 
At some point during that time, Ervine had what he described as 
a “road to Damascus” conversion to socialism, though he still 
held true to his supposedly contradictory belief in the union 
between the six counties. 

Almost mirroring some strands of republicanism, Ervine 
believed that the issues and the struggles that had encapsulated 
and imprisoned him were detrimental to the class struggle. 
Despite never officially leaving the UVF, of which he was 
considered the political mouthpiece, he had on occasions late in 
his life become increasingly critical of its continued existence. 
Although some of his later political decisions were 
questionable, the Assembly Member for East Belfast was 
militantly in favour of the peace process and privately scathing 
about some Unionist leaders. He was a true anomaly. 

When he last entertained Searchlight, in Belfast late last year, 
he talked as ever about the way forward for Ulster’s working 
class, ideas that made him influential and controversial to the 
very end. That he had in his life been at the top of both 
republican and loyalist hit lists is testament to his undying nerve 
and conviction for change, no matter how tinted his views could 
frustratingly be. 

The last time we met, Ervine lit his pipe in his office in Belfast 
City Hall and sensing my surprise asked casually, “Would you ask 
me not to smoke in my own office?” 

I shall miss David, not only as the excellent and brutally frank 
source that he was, but also because working-class people who 
have for so long lacked real working-class leadership are now 
poorer without that visionary and often gruff voice. 

I'll also miss David because | liked and trusted him. 

Eres ititie-|| ek claciite(e| eye fef-tel eli) igen) Clagetty asl 
political spectrum, including Gerry Adams and Alex Maskey of 
Sinn Fein, something that would have been almost unthinkable 
in Ulster's recent past. 































David Irving’s cheer leader launches 
International ‘Holocaust’ Research Committee 


By David Williams 


LAST MONTH Searchlight reported on 
the international Holocaust denial 
conference organised by the Iranian 
government. This month we can bring 
you further detail of the travails of one 
of the British delegates, the antisemite 
Lady Michele Renouf. 

At the reception Renouf met 
personally with Iranian President 
Ahmadinejad who had sanctioned the 
whole sorry affair, which took place on 
11-12 December last year. 

Renouf, who was invited to the 
conference by the Institute for Political 
and International Studies (IPIS), spoke 
on the second day ina session entitled 
“Nazism, Zionism and the Holocaust”. 

Her 20-minute speech on “the 
Psychology of ‘Holocaustianity” gave 
her ample time to state her belief that 
the Holocaust was a_ fabrication 
deliberately designed to set nations on 
a “collision course” with one another. 
She ended with a call for “a peaceful 
dismantling of the Israeli entity in 
Palestine”. Following Renouf's logic 
one might ask where the Jews of 
Israel would go. “Dispersement is 
unworkable,’ she told the audience. 
She denied wanting to see the Jews 
“eliminated” but seemed unable to face 
up to the logic of her own argument 
which suggested that she was at best 
uninterested in their fate once forcibly 
removed from Palestine and at worst 
that elimination was exactly what she 
desired but dared not say. 

During the course of her rambling 
and rather dull antisemitic speech 
Rabbi Moishe Friedman, head of the 
Orthodox Neturei Karta sect in Austria, 
got up to leave the hall only to be told 





Mohammad-Ali Ramin 


NO REMORSE 


ON A RELATED note Lady Michele Renouf’s 
hero David Irving, the 68-year-old “historian” 
branded a “racist” and “falsifier of history’, 
returned home at the beginning of January 
bloodied but unbowed after spending over 
a year in an Austrian prison for denying 


the Holocaust. 


Irving was not in the least bit sorry, telling a 
London press conference that he no longer 
felt constrained “to show remorse” for the 
opinions that had led to his jailing now that he 








Lady Michele Renouf finally gets 
President Ahmadinejad's autograph 


was free. He went on to defend Mel Gibson’s 

drunken tirade against the Jews when the Los Angeles police stopped him 
for drink driving last July, saying that he agreed with the Hollywood actor and 
director that the Jews were responsible for all wars, a statement for which Gibson 


later apologised. 


Irving continued: “They [the Jews] should ask themselves the question ‘Why 
have they been so hated for 3,000 years that there has been pogrom after pogrom 
in country after country?’ It's the one question they seem to be very shy of” 


by Renouf, “I'm sorry for those who feel 
they have to leave the room in order 
not to hear de-conditioning!” Amid 
peels of laughter the pliant rabbi 
politely returned to his seat. 

At least Renouf was candid enough 
to admit that pretending to be “anti- 
Zionist” instead of antisemitic was 
“useless half-truths”. 


International ‘Holocaust’ 
Research Committee: 

Interim Committee 

But this was not the end of it. Basking 
in their notoriety the conference 
participants have begun to build on 
the global publicity the event 
attracted. The day after the conference 
came the announcement of the 
foundation of the International 
“Holocaust” Research Committee 
(IHRC) Interim Committee. The in- 
verted commas around the word 
“Holocaust” show what the only 
results of this committee’s research 
will be. Its general secretary is Dr 
Mohammad-Ali Ramin, “a presidential 
advisor” to Ahmadinejad. Ramin, who 
believes that the Jews “are filthy” and 
demands the “relocation of Israel’, 
studied in Germany for several years 
where he founded the “lslamische 
Gemeinschaft in Clausthal eV“. 

Renouf was co-opted onto this 
committee alongside four others: 
Dr Christian Lindtner (Denmark), 
Bernhard Schaub (Germany/Switzerland), 


Dr Serge Thion (France) and Dr 
Friedrich Tobin (Australia). 

The committee has appointed itself 
a number of “tasks”: 

To constitute the international 
truth-seeking committee in matters of 
the “Holocaust”. 

To establish an international justice 
commission to determine the 
penalties to be imposed upon those 
found guilty of having perpetrated 
the “Holocaust”; in case the 
“Holocaust” is found to be a lie, to 
determine the reparation to be paid 
to those who have been unjustly 
sentenced and to determine the form 
of punishment for those who are 
found to be liars. 

To organise the next “Holocaust” 
conference. 

The group plans to open an office 
for “holocaust studies” in Tehran but 
later to relocate it to Berlin, Ramin told 
Iran's IRIB News - a most unlikely 
scenario. We shall have to wait and see 
whether this wretched endeavour 
comes to anything, though don’t hold 
your breath. 

The Iranian Holocaust denial 
conference also highlighted the em- 
erging international antisemitic nexus. 
David Duke had flown in from Belgium 
where he spoke alongside Nick Griffin, 
the BNP leader, at the “Euro-Rus” 
conference. And Renouf after returning 
from Iran, spoke at a meeting of the 
New Right in London. ~= 


Home news. 





Antisemitism a key theme at London meeting 


By Gerry Gable 


A CONFERENCE IN London last 
month revealed just how big a lie the 
British National Party is peddling to 
the media and to some of its new 
recruits in claiming that the party is not 
anti-Jewish. 

On 14 January, Lady Michele 
Renouf, a close confidante and backer of 
David Irving, the Holocaust denying 
writer, stepped off a plane from Europe 
and into a meeting organised by the 
New Right Group at the Cross Keys 
pub in the City. Run by Troy Southgate, 
a man who started his political life in 
the National Front and wended his way 
through several other mostly tiny far- 
right outfits, the New Right Group 
allows ultra-Tories, BNP officers and 
councillors, and others with strange and 
obscure political outlooks, such as 
Southgate’s own views best described 
as national anarchism, to gather under 
the same roof. 

Clearly not all the BNP’s senior 
officers are singing from the same 

hymn sheet. Late last year the 
Croydon BNP branch, 
one of the biggest in 
the country, had 
invited Renouf to 
speak to members 
about her efforts 
to free Irving from 
his prison cell in 
Austria, where he 
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Lady Michele Renouf supporting her hero in January 2006 
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was serving a three-year sentence for 

Holocaust denial. Then word came 

down from the party hierarchy that she 

was not allowed to address the branch 

because of her provocative Jew-baiting. 

This was odd considering that one of 

her key British mentors Richard 

Edmonds, a veteran antisemite, is an 

active member of the same branch and 

addresses it and many other BNP 

branches regularly. Edmonds _ only 

recently accompanied Renouf on a visit 
to Holocaust deniers in Denmark. 

Renouf’s recent travels had taken her 

to Iran and to attend trials in Germany 

and Austria where Holocaust deniers 

were in the dock. Last year she visited 

nine countries to promote her vile ideas. 

At least half of Renouf’s London 

audience were BNP members including 

three of the BNP’s six councillors 

in Epping Forest — Sue 

Clapp, Peter Turpin 

als bap and Rodney Law, 

= recently expelled 

from the RMT 

trade union. They 

might have a little 

explaining to do to their 

fellow BNP Epping coun- 

cillor Pat Richardson, who 


likes to inform anyone who will 


“ listen that she is Jewish. Also present 


was Julian Leppert, the party’s sole 
Redbridge councillor. 

Not only did they listen dutifully to 
Renouf’s usual ranting but, with only a 


slight ripple of resentment, they sat 
through another anti-Jewish tirade 
from Dr Sahib Mustaqim Bleher, the 
German-born convert to Islam who has 
lived in Britain since 1982 and is now 
the general secretary of the Islamic 
Party of Britain. He supported Renouf’s 
views of Jews, saying that Muslims were 
not the root of the world’s problems, 
Jews were. 

Bleher, who describes himself as a 
“flying Imam” has his own blog in which 
he describes the Holocaust as the 
Holocult and the recent Holocaust 
denial conference in Iran as “the most 
important milestone in their [the 
Iranians’] history since the Islamic 
Revolution under Khomeini”. 

The more than 60 people present 
were also entertained by “Wulf” from 
Woden’s Folk, which he claimed was the 
real and authentic voice of the Norse 
people. He denounced Christianity as 
being another face of the Jews. 

The meeting was rounded off with a 
speech by the BNP’s cultural officer 
Jonathan Bowden. 

The BNP, especially its leader Nick 
Griffin, likes to claim that it is not 
antisemitic and that Jews should make 
common cause with the BNP against the 
real menace which is Islam. The BNP 
also grabs every opportunity to go 
on about Britain's Christian heritage. 
This conference shows that nazism, 
antisemitism and paganism are not far 
below the BNP’s new clean surface. ~d 
























LAST WEEKEND OFTHE YEAR AT DEK ASTELEN 


with saturday 30 dec., oi-covers concert with: 


English Rose 


nd sunday 31 dec. buffet + after party! 






















A MEMBER OF the bizarre nazi 
Vigrid sect has been jailed for six 
months in the small town of Larvik for 
making threats against Knut 
Storberget, the Norwegian Justice 
Minister. OWyvind Heian, 26, was 
arrested after his psychologist alerted 
the police when his patient stated 
during a consultation that he felt so 
harassed by the police that he could kill 
the Justice Minister. 

Heian was apparently upset because 
the police had raided his apartment 
three times. In one of these incidents, 


Norway: Child porn nazi jailed 


Return of English Rose 


THE BRITISH nazi rock band 
English Rose played in Bruges in 
western Flanders on 30 December in 
the infamous De Kastelein pub. 

The pub received national media 
attention after a violent racist attack by 
some of its clientele last May in which a 
black man from Gabon and a Flemish 
Rasta were severely beaten up and left 
for dead by members of a nazi gang. 
The man from Gabon, who belonged to 
an African choir on tour in Belgium at 
the time, narrowly survived the attack, 
but spent weeks in a coma. They were 
attacked as they waited at a bus stop 
close to the nazi pub. A week later, 500 
people took part in a silent protest 


he allegedly threatened to open fire on 
officers with a shotgun. Heian, who at 
the time was sharing his apartment 
with ‘Tore ‘Tvedt, the leader of 
Vigrid and a self-proclaimed prophet, 
was arrested in a dramatic police swoop, 
involving officers from several cities. 
After being released, he returned home, 
just in time to see the police show up 
again, this time to serve a subpoena on 
Tvedt. When Heian refused to let the 
police in, he was arrested. 

True to his Aryan values and virtues, 
Heian has other interests as well as 


demonstration. 

This is not the first time that English 
Rose has polluted Bruges. The band 
first played there five years ago in the 
same pub. English Rose also appeared 
at the Belgian Blood and Honour 
festival in November 2005, a concert 
that went ahead despite a campaign 
by the Flemish Anti-Fascist Front to 
stop it. Once again local politicians 
and police simply refused to intervene. 
This laxity, now and in the recent past, 
has elevated Belgium to one of the 
places to be for nazis all over Europe. 


From Wim Haelsterman for 
AFF/Verzet - RésistanceS in Brussels 


Jonesy of 
English Rose 


politics. One of them is child 
pornography. The Larvik court heard 
that the police found 52 pictures and 
14 films with explicit child 
pornographic content at his home 
and found him guilty of this too. 
Strangely, Ivedt, whose sect includes 
many young girls, has not yet 
commented on his erstwhile landlord’s 
not very wholesome fascination with 


naked children. 


From Lise Apfelblum for 
Monitor and Antifa-Net in Oslo 





Hungary: Racism on police website 


HUNGARY’S POLICE chief, Laszlo 
Bene, has suspended an internal police 
website and ordered a major inquiry 
after the site hosted anti-Roma racist 
messages. Some of the 45 messages, 
posted by no fewer than 32 police 
officers, urged the sterilisation of Roma 
people while others encouraged attacks 
on them. Texts found on the website 
stoked up fears of a time when “Gypsies 
will be the majority” with one policeman 
suggesting that the Roma be sent to 
India and another expressing doubt that 
Roma could ever be intellectuals. 

The internal website, Holdudvar, was 
accessible only by police personnel. 
The scandal emerged only after two 
officers, one of whom was Roma, exposed 
the material being uploaded and 
produced a CD-Rom which they sent 
with a study of its contents to the national 
police headquarters in Budapest. The 
police disciplinary department consulted 
the public prosecutor who decided not to 


charge any of the culprits. They could still 


face internal disciplinary action from an 
investigation now under way. 

Most of the 32 accused are not 
policemen on the beat but have office 
jobs. At present, the enquiry into their 
activities is centred on establishing 
whether any of them have taken 
decisions in cases concerning Roma 
citizens. Meanwhile, the police service, 
assisted by the Association of Roma 
Policemen, is organising anti-racist 
training in a bid to clean up its act. 

Aladaér Horvath, president of Roma 
Human Rights, has drawn attention to 
the fact that the present negative 
political atmosphere is contributing to 
the growth of racism and causing 
incidents. In the northern town of 
Olaszliszka on the night of 14 
December, unknown arsonists torched a 
house belonging to a Roma family. The 
family, which included eight children, 
were not sleeping in the building 
because racists had hurled stones at the 
windows of Roma houses for several 


Belgium: New councillors’ nazi antics 


MUNICIPAL COUNCILS in 
Wallonia and in the Brussels region 
elected in October were inaugurated 
on 4 December. Most of the 
ceremonies passed off without 
incident but in two cities newly 
elected councillors exploited public 
attention to Sieg Heil their way to 
ten seconds of nationwide fame. 

In Charleroi, one of the very few 
remaining places where the racist 
Front National (FN) still manages to 
get elected, there was an unsavoury 
incident involving councillor Olivier 
Delcourt. Wearing black leather 
gloves, he stretched out his right arm 
during his part of the inauguration. 
This nazi greeting was followed by a 
pathetic speech that was barely 
heard, so furious was the response of 
the audience and his _ fellow 
councillors to his gesture. 

Delcourt, a member of the four- 
strong FN group on Charleroi city 
council and a long-term rightwing 
extremist, is not the first FN 
councillor to put his fascism on show. 
In 1995 two of his colleagues, 
Nadine Lemmens and _ Patrick 
Cocriamont, did the same thing on 
the city councils of Anderlecht and 
Schaarbeek during their first day as 
FN councillors. Cocriamont, who 12 
years on is also an FN councillor in 
Charleroi, was a member of the 
outlawed nazi militia, the Front de la 


Jeunesse (FJ), and of the nazi Parti 
des Forces Nouvelles (PFN) before 
he switched to Daniel Féret’s FN in 
the 1990s. 

FN officials in Charleroi laughably 
tried to explain away Delcourt’s 
salute by claiming that he had “badly 
injured his right hand and arm the 
day before the inauguration’. 

In the Brussels region at the 
inauguration of the Jette town 
council, a new Vlaams Belang 
councillor, Maria De Berlangeer- 
Lichtert, acted similarly to Delcourt 
minus the glove and the ridiculous 
speech. Her less spectacular 
manoeuvre nevertheless also received 
massive media attention because a 
camera crew was present to film the 
ceremony. Dominiek Lootens-Stael, 
leader of the VB group on Jette 
council, tried later to play down the 
incident, telling the press that his 
new colleague only wanted to 
prevent her gigantic red cape from 
dropping and touching the floor 
during the ceremony. This ex- 
planation has convinced nobody, 
least of all the federal anti-racist 
bureau which has announced that it 
will take legal action against both 
new councillors. 


From Wim Haelsterman 
for AFF/Verzet - RésistanceS 
in Brussels 


days before the arson. When police 
arrived to investigate the blaze, the 
windows of their patrol car were 
smashed. The town’s website includes a 
forum headlined “dirty gypsies” and 
some inhabitants have suggested hiring 
skinheads to drive out the Roma. 
Commenting on the rising tensions, 
Horvath said: “The president of the 
republic mentions a nazi paper together 
with a respected weekly in the same 
breath but does not say a word about 
Olaszliszka; the neo-Arrow Cross can 
riot without any consequence; racist 
police are not thrown out of the force 
and a third of the gypsies live in 
‘African’ circumstances”. Dr Jend 
Kaltenbach, the ombudsman for 
minorities, and his colleagues have 
echoed Horvath’s concerns, writing in 
their annual report that often the 
authorities deal with the Roma 
minority in a discriminatory manner. 


From Karl Pfeifer in Budapest 
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Musicis key to Grey Wolves’ activities 


By Ernst Haffmans in Utrecht for the Research Group on the Turkish Extreme Right 


MUSIC PLAYS a key role at political- 
cultural events organised by the fascist 
Grey Wolves because they see it as a 
means to galvanise and strengthen the 
ultra-nationalist Turkish movement. 
The Grey Wolves claim that their music 
is just for enjoyment but it is clear 
beyond doubt that it carries a poisonous 
political message and, like hate music 
the world over, is used to recruit 
supporters. 

Last June, the Dutch Turkish rap 
group Arka Sokak performed at a 
festival sponsored by Utrecht City 
Council. Arka Sokak’s _ repertoire 
includes a song, titled Turks, Kurds, that 
sets out exactly where the band stands 
on the question of the Kurdish minority 
in Turkey: “Do you know how it ends 
with a ravishing dog, they will be taken 
one by one and will get a bullet in their 
head. Our soldiers will exterminate you 
anyway, the Turkish people hate you to 
the marrow.” 

Arka Sokak’s views are no great 
surprise as they move in Turkish 
nationalist extremist circles. They also 
performed in Oldenzaal last year at a 
cultural event organised by two member 
organisations of the Netherlands 


Turkish Federation, the Grey Wolves’ 
front organisation. 

The Grey Wolves are using music as 
part of a process of familiarising young 
Turks with what they consider to be 
Turkish culture and to proclaim the 
alleged superiority of this culture. 





Ozan Arif, notorious “troubadour” and former Turkish MP 


In his book Basic Principles, Alparslan 
Tirkes, the godfather of the Grey 
Wolves who died in 1997, spelt out the 
importance of culture for the Turkish 
ultra-nationalist. “Nowadays on the face 
of the earth an unspoken but furious 
battle between various nations is taking 
place, a war among cultures. They can 
conquer as many ramparts as they want, 
beat an army battle after battle. As long 
as they do not conquer the hearts and 
minds of the nation, the nation is not 
lost. It is a proven fact that you are part 
of a nation that you choose to belong to. 
In a cultural war, every nation strives to 
destroy the language, the religion, the 
traditions and the national and spiritual 
values of another nation and to replace 
these with their own cultural values.” 

Some of the musicians that perform 
at Grey Wolves’ meetings, festivals 
and demonstrations are so-called 
troubadours (asik). The most notorious 
is Ozan Arif who, for a short time, sat in 
the Turkish parliament for the 
Nationalist Action Party (MHP), 
the political wing of the Grey Wolves. 
Four years ago, Arif gave a concert in 
London, performing with other known 
Grey Wolves musicians, including 
Esat Kabakli and Mehmet Ali Bilgic. 
The event, held at the Memon Centre in 
Balham, south London, was organised 
by the Turk Diinyasi Egitim Vakfi 
(Turkish World Education Foundation) 
and attended by the former chairman of 
the French Turkish Federation. 

Other types of music 
favoured by the Grey Wolves 
and the  ultra-nationalist 
milieu around them are 
pop music and march music. 
Rap has been popular since 
the 1990s especially in 
Germany, with Sert Miis- 
limanlar (Tough Muslims), 
Mehmet Borokcu and Cartel 
the leading artists. Mehter 
orchestras perform at Grey 
Wolves events in the 
Netherlands. These traditional 
bands have their roots in the 
military music and orchestras 
of the Ottoman era and play a 
type of march music that is 
very popular because it recalls 





the days of Turkish power during the 
pre-1918 Ottoman Empire. 

The musicians who project this 
chauvinistic outlook scarcely hide the 
ideas that motivate them. During 
performances they make the sign of the 
Grey Wolves and wear insignia showing 
a howling wolf and three crescents. The 
same symbols appear on their cassettes 
and CDs. 

On some cassettes and CDs, 
musicians promote “Turanism” or Pan- 
Altaicism -— “the unification of all 
people of Turkish descent that live in an 
area reaching from the Eastern 
Mediterranean to Sinkiang in China 
and from the Volga to Southern 
Anatolia”. The Altaic people include 
not only Turks, but also Hungarians, 
Finns, Mongols, Estonians and others. 

Ozan Arif has even produced a 
cassette with the title “Homesick for 
Turan” with a map depicting Turkey, the 
former Soviet Republics and Armenia 
as one entity. 

Every central aspect of the Grey 
Wolves’ ideology, including 
nationalism, ‘Turanism, xenophobia, 
racism, opposition to democracy and 
the desire for a powerful centralised 
state, comes through in the music. 
Also there are all the objects of the Grey 
Wolves’ paranoia, the most popular 
of which are communists, Kurdish 
separatists, _ Armenians, Russians, 
America, the European Union and the 
Iraqi Kurds. In effect, the lyrics of many 
of the most popular songs amount to a 
call for war. 

This kind of rubbish is performed at 
gatherings of the Grey Wolves and their 
various front organisations all over the 
Netherlands, and also in Germany. 
Politicians, mayors and local councillors 
appear not to understand that these 
concerts and events are not just for fun 
and dancing but play a vital part in the 
Grey Wolves’ recruitment and 
brainwashing of mainly young people. 

It is an irony that not a single event 
organised by this notoriously violent 
fascist outfit has been prohibited in the 
Netherlands although official bans 
continue to make it difficult for the 
more usual nazi suspects to perform 
openly. ~<a 


Republikaner in terminal decline 





Christian Dornbusch for Der Rechte Rand and Antifa-Net reports from Hannover 


The REP’s new deputy chief Ursula 
Winkelsett follows leader Rolf Schlierer 


FIFTEEN YEARS AGO, the right-wing 
extremist party Die Republikaner 
(REP) was blazing a trail as the most 
successful fascist outfit for many years. 
Among other dubious triumphs, it 
grabbed 7.1% of the vote in the 1989 
European Parliament elections and 
three years later won 10.9% in regional 
parliamentary elections in the 
southern German state of Baden- 
Wirttemberg. 

But these successes brought little 
happiness to a party plagued by 
rampant factioneering and corrosive 
internal intrigues which, by the mid- 
1990s, had caused the party to decline 
to the extent that it now has only 
6,500 members compared to 20,000 at 
its 1989 peak. The party has become 
irrelevant in northern and eastern 
Germany and plays only a minor role 
in North-RhineWestphalia and _ its 
former strongholds in the south. 

The REP has distanced itself from the 
so-called Volksfront (popular front) of 
the far right currently being touted by 
its erstwhile rivals the National 
Democratic Party (NPD). Launched in 
2004 to bind all the right-wing 
extremist parties and the 


independent Freie Kameradschaften 
together, the manoeuvre has not been 
a success because only the German 
People’s Union (DVU) and a few 
Kameradschaften have answered the 
unity call. 

Rolf Schlierer, chairman of the REP, 
has said his party’s party platform 
differs fundamentally from that of the 
NPD and last November the REP even 
tried to join an  anti-NPD 
demonstration in Bremen. However 
during the Berlin local government 
elections the REP’s top candidate 
Bjorn Clemens, a lawyer from 
Diisseldorf, struck a different note, 
trying to make arrangements with the 
NPD not to contest the same seats. 
Clemens, who is also the REP’s national 
vice chairman, got into a lot of trouble 
with the party leadership for his efforts 
and decided to fight Schlierer for the 
leadership at the party congress on 
9-10 December, promising that, if 
elected, he would change the party’s 
negative position on the NPD. 

His views were echoed by Jurgen 
Gansel, an NPD member of the regional 
parliament in Saxony, who said, 
“Should Clemens prevail, the united 





right would run for the Bundestag 
election in 2009 under the leadership 
of the NPD ... but should he fail the 
Republikaner would perish, they would 
lacerate themselves and their members 
would leave the party” In the REP 
leadership ballot, Clemens did fail - 
miserably. Schlierer was re-elected with 
135 votes against Clemens's 71. After 
this embarrassment, Clemens was left 
with little choice but to quit. 

The REP’s line is now clear. It will put 
down every possible marker to 
separate itself from the nazi NPD and 
will try to establish credentials as a 
rightwing democratic party. It is, say 
insiders, doomed to fail. The past two 
years were disastrous for the REP. It was 
able to field candidates in only nine of 
Germany's 16 states in the Bundestag 
elections and its organisation in 
Hamburg defected to the NPD. 

Last month, the party chairman in 
Sachsen-Anhalt, walked out with ten 
other members to join the NPD. 
In Brandenburg and Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern, the party does not 
really exist any more while most of its 
members in Saxony have also 
defected to the hated NPD. <a] 





Russian nationalists hijack social protests 


Mara Viadimirova for Antifa-Net in Moscow explains 


THE RAFT OF social reforms 
introduced by Russian president 
Vladimir Putin two years ago have 
found little favour among ordinary 
citizens. Drastic changes in_ local 
government administration and 
finance and in Russia's already 
crippled health service have stoked up 
widespread fears that the ultimate 
outcome of these measures will be 
uncontrolled increases in the cost of 
providing basic services at the 
expense of the public. Electricity, gas 
and water prices have already begun 
to rise steeply. 

The present situation stands much 
of the previous life experience of 
Russians on its head because during 
the Soviet period it was the state that 
provided and paid for almost all public 
services. Vulnerable sections of the 
population such as the aged, disabled 
and chronically sick were cushioned 
because the state afforded them social 
protection and they paid less tax than 
other people. Since Putin’s reforms 
these weaker sections of the 
population find themselves having to 
pay more for basic services than they 
actually earn. 

The government's measures have 
provoked seething discontent and 
have caused the ongoing wave of 
street protests and rallies that began in 
February 2006. Such protests are not 
new and have to some extent mirrored 
the spontaneous demonstrations 
several years ago by elderly people 
badly hit by reforms of the medical 
system at the time. Political parties 
were not slow to attach their names to 
those protests and the Russian 
Communist Party (CPRF) and National 
Bolshevik Party (NBP) were prominent 
in the campaign. 

The radical nationalist right has also 
started to prove itself adept at getting 
involved in social protests. The NBP, for 
example, led by Eduard Limonov, 
invariably seeks to use struggles 
against government injustice and 
for social equality to gain a foothold 
inside democratic opposition move- 
ments. It is a measure of the national 
revolutionary NPB’s success that the 
party is now almost always made 


welcome at meetings led by dem- 
ocratic politicians such as_ Nikita 
Belykh, leader of the Union of Right 
Forces, Mikhail Kasyanov, leader of the 
People’s Democratic Union, Vladimir 
Ryzhkov, co-leader of the Republicans, 
and others. 

At the same time, the NPB is 
streetwise, even joining human rights 
activists in protests to oppose the 
mistreatment of prisoners and to 
defend free speech. It also goes in for 
radical actions such as the occupation 
of a state bank department in protest 
at the erosion of people’s savings and 
physical intervention to stop the 


‘ 


forced eviction of tenants by the 
Moscow city authorities. 

Opposition to Russia's deepening 
social crisis and the government's 
policies of brutally ripping apart the 
fabric of social welfare has nudged 
almost all the radical nationalist right 
into engaging in protests and 
polishing up its populist rhetoric. 
It was no accident that as early as 
4 March 2006, in Samara, ultra- 
nationalists including the National 
People’s Party (NPP) attached 
themselves to a big protest meeting at 
which the NPP distinguished itself by 
starting a large punch-up with 


i) \isim o)ge}icciar-lel-) akjmivarslsielge[ejaaiaccrer-yace)]| company and for the rights of workers 





Stabbing leaves anti-fascist in intensive care 


A YOUNG ANTI-FASCIST campaigner was stabbed 20 
Wiel ip) Sie evicigiejsige, ig) cle) cjut-le -lejerigciajayy |9)') 
extremists on 14 January. 

Ivan Yelin, 21, was rushed to a hospital intensive care 
unit, where his condition was described as “severe” after 
he underwent an operation for wounds sustained to his 
Walp \elelpreny, clarel clorelelaniciay clave) ivigiciiciol pares (ics |e) (elele| 
loss. The prosecutor's office has opened an attempted 
murder investigation but so far no arrests have been 
made. 

Immediately before the attack Yelin had been 
ColKyugloleiaiare) ifefore) ie) |orer|| alolaaia(cnsy l-lole)icy -lalel inca 
youngsters near the city centre Vladimirskaya metro 
station, as part of a regular activity by the international 
aeineelaliecldrlay laliuteyanicim meloye| glelelsielan) oka alcyralaus\q cielo) 4 
place between 18:00 and 19:00 close to Yelin’s home in 
the southwest of the city. 

Anti-fascists are convinced that local nationalists and 
fascist extremists are behind the attack. “Members of 
skinhead gangs routinely show up at anti-fascist and 
lavelantclayedrelalecy inalcicialalehwaniii-lal Bilal CoNVAaatcr\el (0) dad atcdes) 
Petersburg organisation Democratic Russia, told the St 


Petersburg Times. “They take photographs of the 
foveiadaley-ipies lae| cinco) ive)i(e\w, aiuigeria’ elelaiay claaiyaties ice) 
their homes. 

“van was more noticeable than the others; he was 
peleyaniare) sxefere) jiaive) oveiuty lave! celhgiave| [ec ice) felceje)icy ciate) 
naturally drew more attention,’ said a fellow anti-fascist 
campaigner. After they finished the food distribution, most 
(o)) Vieleipiecicias iiciaie (ele) ide) =) (delet c qolgraciae elie (alia) WViciays 
home alone, making himself an obvious target for attack. 

Mi olc: by wale walige) ciueclo« (ola ey-\au(alloy-laies a) |merele) (ares 
Bombs. Two people were knifed last December and in 
November 2005 Timur Kacharava, an anti-fascist activist, 
was stabbed to death outside a bookstore after taking 
for] geiiay<) meyele| glejalsie)asjoky lagi tay, 

Pidiolatscleh wuleliciavas) -leriiakie iolrciielaiciay clare) ialalla 
minorities is now accompanied by so-called anti-Antifa 
Wale)lclaracy, o)ccrelolivciuiare) =) agri) (ol) celiccrauie)el (a) waaic) i411) 
fledgling anti-fascist movement. 


@ Next month’s Searchlight will carry a major report 
from St Petersburg and Moscow on the Russian 
nationalists’ murderous war against anti-fascists. 





members of the NBP, much to the 
bewilderment of those who had 
gathered simply to protest at the cuts 
in basic social services. 

Samara nevertheless set a trend and 
as many as 5,000 people attended the 
next major protest gathering, in 
Moscow in April, with 26 political 
parties and organisations taking 
part, including various communist 
groups and trade unions as well as 
people from the armed _ forces 
veterans’ movement and the Union 
of Soviet Officers. 

Ideologically these groups are very 
similar. They purport to maintain the 
ideal of a communist society but more 
than anything bemoan the lost power 
of the Soviet “empire” They are 
not always respectful of national 
minorities and direct their rhetoric 
towards hard-hit groups such as the 
elderly, low-paid state employees and 
army officers, exactly those strata left 
baffled by the new market-driven 
society and missing the protection 
they had in the socialist past. 

To attract electoral support and to 
win their battle against each other, the 
Communists and the nationalist 
parties do not hesitate to resort to 
using nationalist slogans against 
immigrants from the southern 
republics of the former Soviet Union. 
They try to outdo each other in 
putting forward strident slogans such 


as “Russia for the Russians, Moscow for 
the Muscovites” 

The promotion of nationalism by 
the so-called left has resulted in a 
scandalous situation in which 
nationalist extremists have been able 
to hijack even the traditional May Day 
march in Moscow. For example, since 
its success in bringing out thousands 
to a rally on 4 November 2005, 
the Movement Against _ Illegal 
Immigration (DPNI) has hardly ever 
missed a chance to promote itself 
publicly. On 1 May 2006, the DPNI 
turned up at the May Day march in 
Moscow. It had urged its members to 
abandon the Nazi salute for the day 
and to use instead the clenched fist 
salute of the communists! 

The product of the growing 
intervention of the far right in protests 
at Putin’s reforms is a political mix in 
which left and right have become hard 
to separate. On the May Day 
demonstration in Moscow there 
marched together, with no evident 
friction between them, the 
Communists, the DPNI, the National 
Patriots of Russia, the National 
State Way of Russia (NDPR), the 
National Union, the Russian Order, 
the Russian National Movement and 
a large contingent of shaven-headed 
nazi skinheads. 

On the same day in St Petersburg, 
the Slavic Society of St Petersburg, 


the NDPR, the DPNI, the Eurasian 
Youth Movement and the Slavic 
Brotherhood all banded together to 
parade through the city centre with 
nationalist slogans such as “Slavs stick 
together’, “the Russians are coming’, 
“Russia is Russian land” and “no to the 
genocide of Russians — against illegal 
immigration”. In Ulyanovsk, it was the 
openly nazi Russian National Unity 
(RNE) that organised the May Day 
demonstration. 

De facto blocs between Communists 
and nationalists are hardly new, 
having been evident since the 
collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. 
What is increasingly problematic is the 
corrosive effect they are having on 
legitimate protests at government 
measures that are steadily making 
life worse for the broader masses of 
the population. 

More and more, immigrants are 
being blamed for the crisis and 
deteriorating living conditions of 
Russian people. This simplistic 
propaganda is helping to popularise 
calls for punitive measures and 
the forced expulsion of so-called 
newcomers from the southern former 
republics of the Soviet Union. It is an 
indication of how far this process has 
developed that nationalists are now 
able to turn almost any political or 
social issue into a conflict between 
national and ethnic groupings. ~# 








Dead writer’s words fan flames 


of Islamophobia 


By Alfio Bernabei 


A RACIST CALL to blow up a 
mosque made by Italy’s best selling 
writer Oriana Fallaci seems to be 
achieving some of its intended effect, 
with a little help from right- 
wing parties. 

In that famed part of Tuscany 
nicknamed Chiantishire, Islamophobia, 
fanned by Fallaci’s incendiary remarks, 
reached a peak in December with a 
second demonstration against the 
building of a mosque in Colle Val 
d’Elsa, a town of 14,000 inhabitants 
near Siena. 

While the majority of the protesters 
recited the Lord’s Prayer, neo-fascists 
acted as Fallaci’s foot soldiers. The 
building site came under attack, not for 
the first time. Metal barriers were torn 
down and metal poles, which were 
part of the foundations, uprooted. 
Among the attackers police identified 
Forza Nuova militants who had 
vowed to launch a crusade “to protect 
our traditions”. 

In a separate incident a few days 
earlier, the severed head of a pig was 
thrown at the entrance to the building 
site. Around 1,000 Muslims live in the 
area, working in farming. 

Such protests are nothing new — they 
have occurred in Genova, Lodi and 
Padova, among other places, over the 
past few years. Rightwing political 
parties, such as the xenophobic 
Northern League, the neo-fascist 
National Alliance and Forza Italia, can 
count on hundreds of their members to 
take to the streets when demonstrations 
are called against the erection of 
mosques. The nazi-fascists always rush 
to the scene, eager to be seen at the 
forefront of such protests. Forza Nuova 
has issued leaflets linking all mosques 
and Muslims with terrorism, saying: 
“There is no such thing as a moderate 
Islam, no mosques to be allowed in 
our land”. 

The current incidents at Colle Val 
d’Elsa have acquired special significance 
because of the ghost of a celebrity 
hovering in the background and 
questions about the role that certain 
media can play in fanning the flames of 





racism, whether through editorial 
misjudgement or, as some _ have 
suggested, by design, wanting to 
espouse the doctrine of a clash of 
civilisations. 

Fallaci, who died last September, had 
a house in the area. Interviewed in June 
2006 by The New Yorker she said that 
rather than see a mosque intruding in 
her beloved environment, she would 
obtain explosives and blow up the 
building. “I will go to my friends in 
Carrara, you know, where there is 
the marble. They are all anarchists. 
With them, I take the explosives. 
I make you juuump [sic] in the air. 
I blow it up! I do not want to see this 
mosque — it’s very near my house in 
Tuscany. I do not want to see a 24-metre 
minaret in the landscape of Giotto ... 
So I BLOW IT UP!” 

Where there isn't a Giotto there 
might be another artist. So why not 
blow up other mosques as well, and 
make people (well, certain people) 
‘Suuump” in the air, given that Fallaci’s 
real objective seemed to be the “ethnic 
cleansing” from Europe of Muslims 
who, she wrote, “breed like rats”, bring 
syphilis and Aids and behave like 
animals since “invading and conquering 
and subjugating” is “the only art at 
which the sons of Allah have always 
excelled”. Describing Muslims as 
delinquents, filthy and untrustworthy, 
she appeared to treat them as 
subhuman, rather in the way the Nazis 
viewed Jews. 

As Luciano Scagliotti, head of the 
Italian branch of the European 
Network Against Racism, put it: 
“Fallaci and others like her are using 
their popularity to create hatred. She is 
effectively telling thousands of people 
they must chase the Arabs out of 
Europe. It’s a kind of racism that was 
unacceptable in Europe until a few years 
ago. It’s exactly the same thing we saw 
in Italy when the laws were brought in 
against the Jews in 1938.” 

Some responsibility for spreading 
such racist literature on a national scale 
lies with the media that turned a violent 
Islamophobe into an iconic figure (“our 








Oriana Fallaci: wanted to blow up mosque 


greatest writer”) to the extent that even 
when Fallaci spoke like a terrorist, 
advocating the use of explosives, hardly 
anyone dared criticise her. It was Italy’s 
leading daily, Corriere della Sera, way 
back in 2001, that gave her a very special 
platform — four whole pages — for her 
aggressive “rage” that is still evoked as 
an example to follow at demonstrations 
in Colle Val d’Elsa. 

The local authorities there are trying 
to calm things down. “Our objective is 
to create a place of civil interchange 
between different cultures with a view 
to bringing about unity not strife,” 
said the local mayor Paolo Brogioni. 
Far from being the kind of architectural 
threat Fallaci imagined, with “a 24m 
minaret” (in reality it is 8.3m high), the 
project, first announced as far back as 
1999 but only now under construction, 
is for a study centre with a mosque 
attached. Representatives of the local 
Muslim community have been asked to 
sign a protocol of intent under which 
the centre would be closed immediately 
“in the case of penal condemnations of 
any association executive directly or 
even indirectly involved in illegal 
activities connected to what occurs in 
the cultural centre”. 

Happy with this arrangement, the local 
authorities have rejected a petition calling 
for a referendum signed by 4,300 people 
who oppose the mosque. The atmosphere 
remains tense. Apart from Forza Nuova’s 
promise to continue the “crusade” to 
disrupt works, there are the Islamophobic 
taunts of representatives of the Northern 
League, such as the MEP Mario 
Borghezio, who, invoking Fallaci, visited 
the area dangling pork sausages. The pig’s 
head came later. 

Mayor Brogioni has asked the 
President and Prime Minister of Italy to 
visit the site and lend their support to 
the project. ~= 
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ast month Unite Against Fascism 

protested outside the London 

Coliseum against Simone Clarke, 
an English National Ballet principal 
ballerina and Equity deputy, who was 
exposed by The Guardian as a British 
National party member. 

The story first emerged shortly 
before Christmas when the newspaper 
published a two-day investigation into 
the BNP. A journalist had become the 
party’s central London organiser and 
reported how the BNP was attracting 
more affluent supporters. 

It was a_ strange _ investigation. 
He claimed the BNP was actively 
recruiting middle-class supporters as 











proof of its new modern appro 
but surely it was no surprise | 
BNP members in the most afflt 
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